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Top left: President Mary Lyons presents the Dalai Lama with the USD Medai of Peace during the introductions to his lecture. Bottom left:The Dalai Lama bids farwell to the sold-out crowd. Right:The Dalai Lama talked about
nonviolence, happiness and individual strength of mind during his visit to USD. The Dalai Lama and other Tibetan Buddhists live in India after their expulsion from Tibet.

Dalai Lama visits USD

For more photos view The Vista's slideshow on www.theusdvista.com.

By Nazin Sedehi

awards, the Dalai Lama stood up
wearing a USD visor on his head.
"Every university I speak at, they
give me a cap like this," he said. "I'm
just another human being, we are the
same. This kind of words of medal, this
some kind of recognition. My small
contribution for serving humanity in
order to bring happier. So, thank you
very much."
The Dalai Lama then proceeded
to share his wisdom with the crowd, a
crowd that consisted of members of the
USD and San Diego communities. He
defined the difference between violence
and nonviolence, with violence being
distinctly motivated by selfishness.
"With sincere sense of concern of
others' well-being, including children,
other students...some think harsh
words or harsh face," he said. "This is
nonviolence. Other to cheat, to exploit,
to take advantage, use nice word,
praising, include gift. Verbal action,look
like non violence but because motive
want to harm, essentially violence...So
out of compassion or sense of genuine
concern for others' well-being then any
action essentially nonviolence."

His Holiness the 14th Dalai
Lama spoke about the growth of inner
peace and the fostering of personal
compassion in USD's Jenny Craig
Pavilion on Wednesday. He visited the
campus during his first public visit to
San Diego. Before his lecture, President
Mary Lyons presented the Dalai Lama
with the USD Medal of Peace.
"Your Holiness," Lyons said, "as a
spiritual leader who continues to live a
life dedicated to peace, by working for
justice, you are a living witness to the
great aspirations of our university."
The Dalai Lama was recognized
as the reincarnation of the 13th Dalai
Lama when he was two years old. At
the age of 15, he became the leader of
Tibet, and he officially retired from his
post last year. As a refugee, he lives in
Dharmasala, India where the Tibetan
government has been established in
exile.
After introductions by individuals
who spoke of his hardships, his
accomplishments and his numerous

The Dalai Lama related to the
audience that all people feel emotions
like anger but that some ways of coping
with these emotions are transient and
provide no long-term benefits.
"Obviously we all have experience
of anger," he said."A friend brings good
food and you don't get a good taste,
you don't get good sleep...You listen to
music and all troubles forget for time
being or tranquilizer, alcohol, drugs.
These are temporary methods. Come
from experience. Some in our head.
Don't need proof. No need reasons.
Then that warm feeling of compassion
develops, stress reduces."
Instead, the Dalai Lama said that it
is necessary to analyze one's emotions
in order to enhance self-knowledge.
This self-knowledge can then be utilized
to develop a sense of personal calm that
is independent of the external world.
"Helpful know effect of different
emotions," he said. "Further the
experiment about these different
emotions, eventually you will find
certain ways to repress these destructive
emotions
and
increase
positive
emotions...Fear is destroyed of calm

mind, bad for our health. Anger, hatred,
all of these are destroyer of calm mind.
The external destroyer come, or we can
put up defenses. That kind of enemy
is within yourself, we must find out
original mind."
He even provided advice in the
form of a Tibetan saying to the audience
for moments when one begins to lose
his or her temper. The saying, in which
the words anger and knuckle rhyme,
states to bite your knuckle to keep from
becoming more angry.
"So bite here," the Dalai Lama
said, while miming the action of biting
one's knuckle. "At least there's some
pain to distract you,"
The Dalai Lama said that the
necessity of the strength of one's
mind is necessary for happiness. He
gave examples of people who are very
monetarily successful and have all of
their material needs met but who are
still unhappy, and the Zeitgeist of the
technologically-advanced
twentieth
century, with its "bloodshed, fear and
violence." He said that the material can
only provide temporary comfort, but
it is the mental fortitude that results in

inner happiness.
"So, global level, family level,
individual level, everybody wants
ultimately sense of happiness," he
said. "It's with us, no matter what
surrounding situation, you can still keep
peace of mind and be happy."
Senior Tyler Wilson said that
the event was a once in a lifetime
experience and that the Dalai Lama's
comedic moments were what made the
event even more enjoyable.
"It's an experience that I will never
forget it," Wilson said. "I really like
his philosophy about 'thinking more'
because society isn't thinking enough.
My favorite part was when he stuck his
tongue out and shook his head because
he talked about trying and not liking
Hawaiian food."
In the end, the Dalai Lama let the
audience members' decide whether or
not they found his words on peace and
compassion to be impactful.
"What do you think? Some sense?
Makes some sense, think more. If not a
sensible thing, forget it. No problem. I'll
be leaving in two days. Your problem is
forever with you."

USD PRIDE hosts first ever drag show, starts controversy
By Matt Hose and
Nazin Sedehi
USD hosted its first ever Drag Show
April 11 inside the Hahn University
Center Forums, where it was met with
both staunch support and opposition
from supporters and protesters of the
event. Those in support felt it was a
landmark event in USD's mission of
diversity. Those opposed felt it was
a violation of fundamental Catholic
values.
The show was organized by PRIDE,
a student organization that advocates for
the rights of the LGBT and transgender
community.
Before the event - which included

lip-synching and cross-dressing - began
earlier tonight, various news stations,
protesters, students and administrators
took their places outside the Hahn
University Center, where it was held.
The active members of this audience
split into two groups - one consisting
of people kneeling and praying, the
protesters, and the other group of
students, the supporters, wearing tie-dye
and holding signs that supported the drag
show. Signs being held by the students
were written with statements like "love
conquers hate" and "all expression is
humanly equal."
Other students waiting outside
shared their expectations for the event.
Senior Devon Morris said that he
had lowered his expectations for this
particular show, since he had seen other

drag shows in the past.
Freshman
Reid
Thompson's
perspective, however, was that this
event was a defining moment for USD.
"I think this represents a large step
for our university and our university's
identity..! hope the two sides can come
to a compromise because I think it is
important for USD to address the issue,"
Thompson said.
Lori
Watson,
professor
of
philosophy and director of the gender
studies program, began the show with a
lecture that included the historical roots
of the word "drag."
"It's important to note that men
dressing as women for entertainment
and performance goes back to the
Ancient Greeks," Watson said. "In the
theater and performance of Greek plays,

men acted in female roles—so too did
men perform the female roles, dressed
as women, in Shakespeare's time."
Seven cross-dressers were the
main participants of the event. Their
performances included an introduction,
dancing and lip-synching to songs and
answering questions. The participants
included faculty members and USD
students. Sophomore Niko Pascua won
the event with high scores in all three
categories of competition.
During the show topics including
gender-neutral bathrooms and genderneutral housing were discussed as
options to further the acceptance of
transgender students.
Tootie Nefertootie, a local crossdresser, was the master of ceremonies
for the event. Her repeated quote,
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"It was fabulous, darling," echoed
the sentiments of the students in
attendance.
Senior Mackenzie Gilchrist, one
of the supports outside the event, said
that the drag show makes her proud to
be a part of the USD community.
"I'm proud of the fact that the
university is willing to support this
kind. of event," she said. "I know
there's going to be backlash but it's
important for humanity to support
this. I'm proud to be a USD student
and we're here to support family and
friends. Drag on USD."
Some students had personal
reasons for backing the occasion,
including freshman Morgan Gallow,

See DRAG, Page 2
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Howgreen Comm major rids of concentrations starting fall
tea will affect
the Olympics

more
eiectives

By Nazin Sedehi
While I am not constant in my
adoration of sports, I do think the
Olympics are pretty darn spectacular.
I mean the host countries spend all of
that time trying to tie in their cultural
heritage with entertaining beginning
and closing ceremonies and the best
athletes in the world compete in some
of the most obscure events that I have
ever heard of.
Then there are the tears, the
gymnastics, the medal totals, the
surprisingly
intense
bursts
of
nationalistic pride you feel when an
athlete representing "your" country
is about to win. It's all really lovely...
until an athlete gets caught for cheating.
Like, the Barry Bonds, steroids kind of
cheating.
And in celebration and anticipation
of the upcoming Olympic Games in
London, I'm sharing with you the
unfortunate news of a recent British
study published in the journal Steroids
which shows that green tea may be
able to hide levels of testosterone by
as much as 30 percent. According to
Time, researchers working on the study
added extracts of green and white tea,
catechins, to testosterone and observed
whether the hormone could still be
identified by the enzyme that usually
detects it in the body.
Declan NaughtoriT" professor at
Kingston University and one of the
writers of the paper, said that the
catechins seem to stop the enzyme
involved in recognizing testosterone.
With the enzyme unable to work, the
testosterone goes unnoticed in the body
and isn't passed into the urine where
Olympic officials use doping tests
to detect absurdly high levels of the
hormone. The experiment,, however,
was done in a lab dish so scientists
cannot be sure if the effects will be the
same in people.
Yet, these results have doping
officials considering whether they
should change or update their tests.
"It's interesting that something as
common as tea could have a significant
influence on the steroid profile," Olivier
Rabin, scientific director of the World
Anti-Doping Agency, told Time. "We
may need to adjust our steroid [test]
to allow us to exclude whether a test is
modified by food or training or disease,
before we can say it's doping."
Rabin said that other foods and
beverages, including alcohol, are known
to affect test results as well. He said
that officials might have to raise what
they consider to be a legal amount of
testosterone to account for all of these
factors.
"There's no reason to think we just
happened to pick the only food in the
world that does this," Naughton told
Time.
Charles Yesalis, a doping expert
at Pennsylvania State University,
said that officials need to take action
immediately. He said that he has no
doubts that there are already' athletes
out there who are drinking lots and lots
of green tea.
Other experts don't believe that
the masking effects of green tea are too
small when it comes to illegal drugs to
actually help professional athletes.
"You would probably need to drink
the tea continuously to get any sustained
but minor effect," Andrew Kicman,
head of research and development at the
Drug Control Center at King's College
London, which is providing the antidoping lab for the London Olympic,
said to Time. "It would be a very foolish
athlete who's thinking of doping with
testosterone and thinks he could drink
white or green tea to beat a drug test.
And I personally wouldn't want to drink
nine cups of tea on the day of a race."
I've already admitted that I'm not
the biggest sports fan, but even I still
take these reports kind of hard. I find
the zeal of the competitions contagious
throughout the couple of weeks and I
develop this personal respect for all the
winners. The last thing that I'm hoping
for after the Olympics close this summer
is another scandal calling for more tests
and the possibility of a returned medal.
Oh, and I hope that if such a scandal
happens, some of the experts are right,
and the masking agent is not green tea.

focus is the gateway to a certain field,
but this isn't true.
Instead,
the
communication
studies department will be providing
handouts with class recommendations
to students so that they can make
their course selections based on their
individual interests.
"Taking classes in images and
influence is not necessarily going to
give you a job in PR," Moran said.
Moran said that discussion about
re-evaluating the program began in
2009. The discussions allowed faculty
in the department to deliberate about
issues within the program.
i'
The department also utilized
outside sources in its evaluation.
Data showed that two concentrations
I
AH
were being over-utilized, two under
utilized. This, Moran said, tied
the hands of the department. The
recommendation was to re-evaluate
the concentrations.
"There were tons of sections for
one course for no reason," she said.
Bowman, who specializes in
research methods, will be affected by
these changes to the major and fully
supports them. The upper-division
research methods requirement will be
replaced with a lower-division course
of the same nature.
"What we thought students
were learning at the lower-division
level was not transferring to the
upper-division course," Moran said.
"Students were having a hard time
learning and applying methods in one
semester, so students entered research
methods possibly knowing nothing."
At the end of the research methods
Cathy Nguyen/The Vista
course, many students wished they
According to the department, focus in this major is very useful, and had taken the course earlier in their
college career, and this new program
all incoming communication studies many people will benefit from it."
Moran believes that more allows for that, Bowman said.
students will be a part of the revamped
eiectives and fewer upper-division
The
new
lower-division
major.
Current students, however, will requirements within the major will requirement,
a
course
titled
be able to decide between accepting make it more flexible.
Introduction to Research, will contain
"I think it allows students to have content similar to the upper-division
the new requirements under the
2012-2014 undergraduate bulletin more ownership over their major," version, but it will be taught at the
or continuing with one of the four Moran said. "The power can make sophomore level.
students nervous though. Sometimes
According to Bowman, both
current concentrations.
Though
the
changes
are what's easy isn't what's good for a quantitative methods class and a
altering the major extensively, some you."
qualitative methods class will be
Jonathan Bowman, professor of offered as eiectives for those students
communication studies students are
communication studies, said that by who are looking to study a particular
unaware of the modifications.
"I had no idea that we could increasing the number of eiectives area in more depth.
switch," sophomore conmitnticatiorrr that -are offered , the department™wifl"
Moran
said
"that
the
studies major Kenzie Swift said. "I be able to offer a larger and more communication studies department
wouldn't want to switch, though. diverse range of Courses.
has waited to release information
This range could not be achieved about the changes to the major closer
because having this focus helps me
take classes that are specifically within the past structure of the major. to the start of the fall semester. An
According to Moran, students announcement will be included
directed to what I want to do in the
future. I am confused on why they tend to want a guaranteed job after in an upcoming edition of the
would do this. I think having the graduation, and they think a certain Communication Buzz Newsletter.

m

^current students can accept
revised major or continue with a
*
concentration
I.

By Elizabeth Allick
The
communication
studies
department, the largest academic
department in USD's College of
Arts and Sciences, will refurbish its
curriculum beginning this fall. The
changes will, hopefully, make the
major more effective and beneficial
for students, according to Department
Chair Kristin Moran.
The greatest change is the
elimination of concentrations within
the
major. Currently, students
must declare- one of four-areas of
concentration: communication and
contemporary practice, foundations
and contexts, images and influence or
media arts and culture. The removal
of a concentration requirement
creates a general communication
studies major.

Drag show hopes to become annual event
DRAG, continued from Front Page

The following is the statement
released in the University Senate
Resolution:

Whereas President Lyons
and her administration supported
the LGBTQ community at USD
and stood behind the statement
of inclusion and diversity that
permitted the PRIDE Drag Show
on April 11, 2012. These actions
have authenticated years of work
developing and progressing basic
LGBTQ human rights on campus.
Whereas Presidential and
administrative support is the
cornerstone from which all
further progressive initiatives can
permeate the campus community,
allowing for our LGBTQ students,
staff and faculty the opportunity
and ability to flourish to their
fullest extent within the USD and
greater San Diego community.
As a result the members and
supporters of the USD LGBTQ
community are affirmed with an
enhanced voice and identity. With
these actions, USD joins a cohort
of other Catholic institutions of
higher education that emphasize
and highlight an inclusive campus
welcoming of all people.
who has gay friends and family
members.
"I gave my ticket away to a gay
person, my friend, who had just come
out of the closet," Gallow said. "I'm
here because my grandmother, at the age
of 75, just came out and got married. My
godmother committed suicide because
she was gay. It's just ridiculous that
people can't be who they are. I hope it's
going to be an annual show from now
on. I hope it increases awareness. I think
that people are scared of what they don't
know or understand but I don't think
that you should be mean just because
you oppose them."
Other USD students used their
Catholic values as reason for disapproval
of the event.
"I respect the event but I don't
really approve of it," an anonymous
USD student said. "They're trying to
express and get a point across but I think
that it conflicts with the Catholic values

Courtesy of Kristy Koenes
Protesters and supporters gather outside of the Hahn University Center Forums before'the start of USD's first ever Drag Show on April 11.

that I have. I believe that part of it is my
upbringing. I respect other peoples' way
of living but I don't think, as a Catholic
university, that this is the best way of
getting across the values of diversity and
inclusiveness. Catholic Social Thought
is like a skeleton or set of guidelines,
but you personalize it to yourself and
your values. It's not that I hate [the drag
show], it just wouldn't be something I
would participate in."
One Catholic student had a different
interpretation of his her Catholic faith,
and felt that the event was fair because it
followed in line with the Catholic values
of acceptance and love.
"The way I grew up, going to
church, I learned that God loves all
people," junior Janette Rodriguez said.
"The biggest commandment for me was
to love one another. For me, having

people say that they don't support
this cause because of religion, they're
just excluding people. They're saying
that God doesn't' love certain people
because they're a certain way but these
people shouldn't be calling themselves
Catholics. I read the comments online
from the people who were against the
event. How can they call themselves
Catholics when they're saying that God
doesn't like certain people?"
According to NBC News San
Diego, a message board on the website
California Catholic Daily featured
several comments opposing the event,
one of which went so far as to say,
"USD stands for Undeniable Satanic
Destruction."
Father Jacob Bertrand of St. Rose
of Lima, a Catholic parish in Chula
Vista, participated in the prayer group

before the show. He believed that the
people, by being involved in the event,
were expressing broken identities.
"Every person that I have dealt with
who is experiencing same-sex attraction
has had childhood problems," Bertrand
said. "I am here because Jesus has a
message of healing. I think there is a
better way to healing than expressing
something that is broken...Any way a
culture breaks apart the bonds between a
man and a woman breaks the threads of
the human heart."
However, amid all of
the
controversy, some students simply
enjoyed the show for the entertainment
it provided.
"The
show
was awesome,"
sophomore Delia Robles said. "The
whole crowd was happy the whole
time."
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
April 6 - April 14

April 14, 2012

April 13, 2012

April 06, 2012
Location: ALCALA VISTAS W LOT
At 5:58 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed various personal items from a student's
unsecured vehicle between April 5 at 7 p.m. and
April 6 at 5:58 p.m.

Location: MISSION CROSSROADS
At 9:30 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
herself and she was transported to the hospital.

Location: MOTHER ROSALIE HILL HALL
At 1:27 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
herself and she was transported to detox.

April 14, 2012

April 13, 2012

April 08, 2012
Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE GARAGE
At 10:07 p.m. Public Safety observed a vehicle
that was emitting the strong odor of marijuana.
Upon investigation, one student was cited for
possession of marijuana.

April 09, 2012
Location: CAMINO HALL
At 1:13 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed the front tire of a student's secured
bicycle between April 5 at 5 p.m. and April 9 at 12
p.m.

Location: MAHER HALL
At 9:16 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
herself and she was transported to the hospital.

Location: SAN JUAN
At 12:41 p.m. Public Safety responded to a
report of vandalism. Upon investigation, students'
belongings were vandalized inside of their
residence. This case has been referred to Student
Affairs.

April 14, 2012

April 13, 2012
Location: MAHER HALL
At 11:58 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
possible marijuana use. Upon investigation, three
students were cited for possession of marijuana.

April 14, 2012

April 09, 2012
Location: CAMINO HALL
At 6:19 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a student's secured bicycle between
April 7 at 7 p.m. and April 9 at 6:19 p.m.

Location: PALOMAR HALL
At 6:54 p.m. Public Safety responded to a noise
complaint. Upon investigation, one student was
found in possession of alcohol.

April 12, 2012

Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER
At 7:56 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
herself and she was transported to the hospital.

April 14, 2012

April 14, 2012

Location: JENNY CRAIG PAVILION
At 11:47 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a student's wallet from an unsecured
locker on April 12 between 10:05 and 10:55 a.m.

April 14, 2012

April 12, 2012

Location: MISSIONS CAFE & BOSLEY FITNESS CENTER
At 2 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
a theft. Upon investigation, an unknown suspect
removed a student's wallet from an unsecured
gym bag on April 11 between 5 and 6 p.m.

Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILION
At 9:03 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student and one non-student were determined to
be unable to care for themselves. The San Diego
Police Department escorted the non-student off
campus, while DPS transported the student to
detox.

Location: BORREGO HALL
At 9:41 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report
of an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be unable to care for
herself and she was transported to detox.

Anyone having information regarding these
incidents please contact Public Safety at
619-260-7777.

Location: TORERO WAY @ LAGUNA HALL
At 10:14 p.m. Public Safety observed a possibly
intoxicated student. Upon investigation, one
student was determined to be intoxicated, but
able to care for herself. She was released to her
residence.
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(Anna)stly:
blood drugs

n

By Anna von Bertrab
Blood laces daddy's little girl's
dimebag. What may seem a simple es
cape from reality by taking a mere hit,
the gravity of drug issues spans a lux
ury trip to a bad trip spewing across
the border.
"Every time an American goes
into that trip from sniffing drugs, they
should think where is that coming
from and how many lives have been
lost in the process of bringing that
pleasure," Colombia's Minister of
Defense Jorge Uribe said in a Stanley
Foundation interview. "The color of
cocaine is white, but it's really red be
cause of the amount of blood[shed],"
This comes as no surprise. The
drug cartels have migrated north from
Colombia to Mexico over the past
20 years, and now the carnage spills
into the U.S. Americans' demand for
drugs leaves a long blood trail in Latin
America.
Contrary to U.S. policy, untreat
ed, addicted or just plain recreational-drug-using Americans create the
demand that Mexican traffickers sup
ply. One must move away from the
idea that Americans consume drugs
because Mexicans bring them here,
and move toward the truth that Mexi
cans bring drugs into the U.S. because
Americans demand them. 42,000 peo
ple have died in the violence that U.S.
behavior encourages, according to the
New York Times.
The incredible demand for drags
in the U.S. has allowed for the drag
industry to expand. The instability in
Mexico's government has made it dif
ficult to resolve any problems of the
drag wars and enforce the rale of law
within its own country.
Mexico is caught in a catch-22
of governmental corruption. As a torn
state, Mexico needs help not only to
solve this vicious cycle of drag trade
within the country but also to maintain
NAFTA peace with the U.S. Trade
with Mexico is essential for the U.S.
to thrive, and reciprocally, Mexico
needs the U.S. assistance to survive.
The Mexican government's poli
cies toward the drag problem have
either caused them to turn a blind eye
or become corrupt. Attempts to seize
drags and cut off the main pipeline
of methamphetamine, cocaine and
various other drags from Mexico to
the U.S. in the Merida Initiative have
been attempted, yet there are still
many leaks. The Zetas and La Familia
Michoacana, to name only two of the
many Mexican drag cartels, are now
in Los Angeles, Calif., Dallas, Texas
and Atlanta, Ga., to list a few of the
cities infiltrated with drag criminality.
The Mexican drag cartels, also
known as narcos, have a sophisticat
ed business model, and it is not your
typical gang street crime. Instead, this
highly-organized crime is harder to
control, especially in certain regions
in northern Mexico where there is
little to no government penetration,
for which the Mexican government is
at fault.
The upcoming elections in Mexi
co this summer, less than three months
away, put the country on the edge of
its seat waiting to see how the black
hand of organized crime will manipu
late the process to install puppet can
didates as servants to the drag cartels.
The Washington Post says that
"little has been done to keep the nar
cos and their drag money out of the
July 1 election, and U.S. officials wor
ry that tainted campaigns could bring
new leaders to city halls and federal
offices who might undermine the on
going war against Mexico's powerful
crime gangs."
What is to be done then? If we
lessen the demand for drags, then we
can strike at this issue economically
on the demand side. The goal now is
to find the path of least resistance from
producer to consumer from Mexico to
the United States.
(Anna)stly, there's no war on
drags to win or lose, just millions of
addicts and casualties.
I stray today from my typical
frivolous column topics to strike at
socio-political and economic issues
that are ever so present to us here at
USD because of our proximity to the
border.
As USD students, how can we
decrease the demand for drags in the
U.S.? The answer: stop consuming.
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The minimum wage is long due for a raise
$7.25 an hour is too meager for anyone to live on
ha Patel
Patel
By Kasha
As the U.S. economy slowly
recovers from the recession, the issue
of raising the federal minimum wage
has gained widespread attention.
A person who works full time
and earns the federal minimum wage
of $7.25 an hour makes a meager
$15,080 per year, which with inflation
is simply hard to live on, Steven
Greenhouse said in the New York
Times. The federal minimum wage
was last increased to $7.25 in 2009,
and lawmakers are facing growing
pressure to increase it once again.
"I don't know anyone who could
live on $7.25 an hour... without
doubling-up on housing with a relative
or friend and living a very austere
lifestyle with no room for error . . .
including health care emergencies,"
USD professor of economics Stephen
Conroy said.
While state legislators in Illinois,
New Jersey, New York, Connecticut
and elsewhere are pushing for an

increase in wages, Massachusetts
lawmakers insist on an even bigger
jump to $10 an hour. This would
surpass
Washington's
minimum
wage of $9.04, which is currently the
highest in the nation.
These efforts by individual
states are a part of a growing force
to convince Congress to establish a
higher national minimum wage.
"Congress last passed a bill to
increase minimum wages in 2006,
phasing in higher rates over several
years. Although some states raise the
minimum wage automatically every
year as the cost of living increases,
federal law does not provide for an
automatic increase," Greenhouse said.
One positive effect of boosting
the income of low-wage workers
is stimulation of the economy.
Businesses are not hiring, because
people cannot afford to buy products.
A higher minimum wage, however,
would give people more money to
spend. More spending power in the
hands of consumers means an increase
in cash flow, which would help boost

the economy.
But how much of a raise in
minimum wage is the general
population asking for?
"The Rebuild America Act
[backed by Senator Tom Harkin] calls
for raising the minimum wage from
the current federal level of $7.25 to
$9.80 — a 35 percent hike — over the
course of two and a half years, then
indexing it so it rises with the cost of
living," Dave Jamieson, a reporter at
the Huffington Post, said!
The bill has been pitched in hope
of strengthening the middle class
population of America.
Analysis of the push by the
Economic Policy Institute finds that
raising the federal minimum wage to
$9.80 would increase pay for more
than 28 million Americans and create
the equivalent of more than 100,000
full-time jobs.
On the flip side, some argue that
an increase in minimum wage would
put more regulations on businesses
that are already straggling and
jeopardize jobs during this difficult

time of recovery. Randal
K. Johnson,
R
senior vice president for labor issues
at the United States Chamber of
Commerce agrees with this line of
logic.
"I think it's well understood
that raising the minimum wage hurts
workers on the lower end of the pay
scale in that it does kill jobs," Johnson
said in an interview with the New
York Times.
Evidence that jobs may be
eliminated by raising minimum wage
is mixed and currently inconclusive.
But, with the current strain on the
labor market, having a minimum
wage job is better than having no job
at all. In the end, it is all about timing.
"I think the timing is problematic
since this is happening at a time in
which the national unemployment rate
is still above eight percent," Conroy
said. "Further, inflation has been very
tame the past five years, so the need to
increase wages is less than in times in
which inflation is high. I would wait
to raise the minimum wage until the
job market fully recovers."

The Instagram deal: A Mark Zuckerberg production
The $1 billion purchase expands the Facebook empire
By Deirdre Grecco
Instagram
is
everything
Facebook isn't. As an attempt to stay
cool Facebook bought Instagram for
$1 billion on Monday, April 9.
Facebook, founded in 2004, has
made its success evident with over
845 million monthly active users in
2011. Instagram, on the other hand,
has only been around for 551 days,
and it already sees 31 million active
users, according to the New York
Times.
Facebook
founder
Mark
Zuckerberg said in Facebook's press
releasel that since over 1 billion
photos are uploaded to Instagram,
the purchase would "provide users
with the best possible photo sharing
experience, as photos are a big reason
why so many people love Facebook."
Zuckerberg hopes to bring these two
companies together in a worthwhile
investment.
While support was shown in
just a few hours with 98,000 "likes"
on Zuckerberg's status update about
the Instagram deal, many others
expressed their disapproval. Mark
Zuckerberg addressed the issue
by saying that Facebook will keep
"the ability to post to other social
networks, the ability to not share your
Instagrams on Facebook if you want
and the ability to have followers and
to follow people separately from your
friends on Facebook," Zuckerberg
said on NPR.
Instagram's
founder,
Kevin
Systrom,
joined
forces
with
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Zuckerberg, telling the New York
Times that he plans to "preserve the
service's functionality and leverage
the new parent company's resources
and talent."
Much of the dissatisfaction over
the deal stems from iPhone users who
do not find that functionality is being
upheld. With Instagram becoming

accessible to Android users just a
week ago, the site experienced a
system crash when these new users
uploaded over 1 million photos in just
12 hours. According to iPhone users,
access to Instagram by Android users
removes the exclusivity of the photosharing site.
Additionally, on Cult of Mac's

review of dismissive tweets, many
users were vowing to not allow
Android users to follow them. One
message even said that "Instagram
just got a whole lotta ghetto" because
of the new Android users on the
site. However, such an acquisition
has been monumental for Facebook,
as the company has never before
acquired a product and user base of
this size before.
With the issue of exclusivity set
aside, many people are wondering
what the "real" motives behind the
Instagram deal are. Some critics
speculate that the acquisition of
Instagram is about Facebook gaining
more access to people's private
lives. Increased access to photos
would allow Facebook to better
assess its users' interests, which
would ultimately help advertising
companies.
Others find the Instagram deal
necessary in order to keep other
networking sites, such as Pinterest
and Twitter, from gaining any sort
of competitive edge over Facebook.
While it is understood that Facebook's
weakness is in its mobile efforts,
NPR's Steve Henn believes that
Instagram could also act as a large
influence in the mobile realm.
As there are more questions
than answers regarding this deal,
The Wall Street Journal's Dennis K.
Berman put it into perspective when
he said that whatever the motive, we
must "remember this day. 551-dayold Instagram is worth $1 billion.
116-year-old New York Times Co.:
$967 million."

THE VISTA | THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2012

5

BUSINESS

BranchOut and be known
The new Linkedln for Facebook
By Nate Martins
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If every senior had a dollar each
time they were asked what they were
doing after graduation, we would all
be millionaires already.
Graduation is a hot button this
time of year and as the countdown
slims daily, that button only gets hot
ter.
BranchOut, a social network
linked to your Facebook account,
hopes to help out graduating seniors
by professionally connecting them
with the people they already know.
"Most jobs are found through
who you know, so why start from
scratch?" USD senior Jared Hamilton
said. Hamilton works at BranchOut,
and has known about the power of ca
sual connections for a while.
BranchOut is aiming right at col
lege grads looking for those ever-socoveted entry- level positions.
It's a network for resume sharing,
job searching and also a platform for
employers to find better employees
and use more effective recruiting. For
users, it's a more casual networking
tool.
Not every single connection one
makes falls into the Linkedln catego
ry; say, for example, meeting someone

at a job fair.
Down the line, that person could
be a helpful, social connection. It's ca
sual professionalism, and it seems to
be working.
Spending years amassing hun
dreds of friends on Facebook, Jared
Hamilton feels as though at lease
one of them could help in the job
hunt.
He says, the reality is, we're all
going to get looked up on Facebook by
our potential employers anyhow. Let's
just hope our profiles are private. Or,
at the least, that picture of you doing a
beerbong was untagged (it was about
time that one came down, anyways).
"The relationship is still equally
as removed as any other social net
work," Hamilton said. Whew.
With the amount of time college
students are on Facebook, it makes
sense to use BranchOut in making
connections. The amount of traffic
on Facebook is crazy: 550 million
daily active users. "The traffic alone is
priceless," Hamilton said.
The fact that BranchOut is work
ing from within Facebook surely says
multitudes about the possibilities the
company possesses, obviously there is
potential.
Not to mention, the original in
vestor in Facebook is the main inves

tor in BranchOut.
The founder of BranchOut, Rick
Marini, had previously sold his first
application, Tickler, for over $120
million to Moster.com.
It seems, BranchOut has some
heavy lifters pumping coal into their
steam engine; and, the train is only
gaining speed.
Most people sign into their Facebook accounts three times daily, not
including amount of time spent on
Facebook mobile in class.
It's all about convenience.
The BranchOut tool bar is located
on the side of your Facebook page, so
instead of seeing if your parents have
Facebook, you could be finding a job.
Or doing both.
Those connections to top compa
nies could only be a few clicks away,
shared through a mutual friend.
BranchOut really opens the door
to the limitless possibilities of work
ing from within your already estab
lished social network.
Seniors: graduation sucks. But,
maybe there are a few good things
about graduating and the life after col
lege.
BranchOut could help smooth out
this transition, connecting you with
people you didn't even know could
help you get a job.
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1. Greenpeace gives Apple a " D" grade in its latest clean
energy report.

5. The American candidate Jim Yong Kim will take over as the
new president of the World Bank.

Greenpeace gave Apple low marks for its use of clean
energy to power the massive data centers that run its iTunes
store and iCIoud synchronization service. Cloud services rely on
coal or nuclear power. Apple earned no better than a "D" in the
four categories analyzed in a report released today called "How
Clean is Your Cloud?"

Kim, currently head of Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire, will take over from Robert Zoellick in July.

6. Hulu adds original programming to its site.
Hulu now offers a service for watching network television
online.

2. Coke enjoys a rise in sales.
Coca-Cola's profits increase in its first quarter sales due to
the boost in prices and vast number of consumers.

7. New York City's poverty rate reaches highest level since
2005.

3. U.S. home short sales surpass foreclosures.

The number of New Yorkers classified as poor in 2010
increased by nearly 100,000 from the year before, raising the
poverty rate by 1.3 percentage points to 21 percent, the highest
level and the largest year-to-year increase since 2005.

A recent phenomenon of increasing short sales is
occurring as banks become more willing to sell houses for less
than the amount owed on their mortgages.

8. Google versus Rosetta Stone.
4. To minimize gender stereotyping, a Swedish movement is
aiming to replace "he" and "she" with a single pronoun.
A small movement aims to replace the pronouns "han" and
"hon," which mean "he" and "she," with a single pronoun "hen"
in hopes of eliminating gender stereotypes and inequalities.

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!

j&Troop

Real Estate Unc.
www.lroop.com

SD UNIVERSITY HOMES

Seth O'Byrne: USD Alum and Local Realtor

Rosetta Stone has sued Google for selling ads for competitors'
products when users searched for "Rosetta Stone."
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Epilogue of the Facebook Fast
By Sarah Phillips
This is no longer fun. I haven't
broken my fast at all in the past four
weeks, but it is becoming more and
more tempting. My friends have now
decided to play their own little fun
game of torturing me with knowledge
of my profile on Facebook. They'll
say things like, "I posted something
on your wall today! Oops, too bad
you can't see it yet!" and "Sarah, this
photo of you is hilarious! I'm go
ing to comment on it despite the fact
that you won't see it till Easter!" The
teasing is all in good nature, but I feel
like I'm going to spontaneously com
bust with all this pent-up infuriation.
What also is annoying is that I
am not a cheater. It is true that no one
could possibly know if I took a quick
peep at the News feed. As long as I
didn't accidentally "like" something,
my unfaithful glances at Facebook
would go unnoticed. But I just can't
cheat. Sure, I would be able to end my
agony and see what the online social
atmosphere is like, but it's the prin
ciple of the thing. I just can't ruin this
Facebook Fast. I've gotten so far. It
sounds dramatic, but I wouldn't be
able to look at myself in the mirror
if I cheated during Lent, of all times.
Screw Zuckerberg for making us all
Facebook addicts.
Well anyway, this week has been
the hardest of being away from be
loved Facebook. They still are send
ing me emails detailing my incompe
tence of not visiting their website. It's
still amusing, but now I'm more keen
to reply, "Facebook, I MISS YOU
TOO! "
I've also realized something that
I didn't before. A couple of times in
the past few weeks, including the last
one, a few of my friends were discuss
ing my "experiment" with me. In ex
plaining it to other people who didn't
yet understand the "Facebook Fast,'
my friends would simply say, "She
deactivated her Facebook."
But that isn't true. I technically
didn't deactivate it. I just left it there.
I didn't even say or post anything ex

plaining my upcoming absence. I just
stopped visiting the site. And I also
deleted the app off of my iPhone just
to resist the temptation. But I didn't
block the site or deactivate my ac
count. I didn't think I needed to.
Upon hearing this, my friends
seemed completely surprised at me.
They suggested that my so-called
"willpower" could never be strong
enough to resist the lure of Facebook
alone. They thought I would certainly
have to deactivate or delete my ac
count.
But I didn't do that. Why? I've
always thought, as I'm sure most
people have, that deleting Faceboook
is the grown-up way of running away
from home. We all know you're just
doing it for attention, and you'll be
back sooner or later.
So I didn't delete my Facebook,
just as I didn't proclaim to the Facebook world that I would no longer
grace everyone with my presence.
This way, the only people that really
know about my absence are the read
ers of this article (yay, you!) and my
close friends.
Ironically, my absence illumi
nates the somewhat unnoticed divide
between my friends and my Facebook
"friends." Facebook has changed the
meaning of the term "friend" to a rela
tionship between two people that can
simultaneously be existent and non
existent. This mediocre connection
between our Facebook "friends" and
us is hauntingly deceptive. It only be
comes clear if we care to discover the
truth behind the curtain of our "social
network."
Epilogue
O joy! O rapture! At last the day
had come. I woke up on Easter morn
ing, and after eating a few marshmallow Peeps I anxiously logged
onto Facebook. As I waited for the
agonizingly slow WiFi to connect me
to the online social realm, I became
super jazzed up to finally see what I
had been missing, or maybe what I
should have been missing. My knees
bounced up and down in anticipation,
my fingers tapped nervously, and my
eyes eagerly watched the page as it fi

nally loaded. I hungrily scanned my
notifications and friend requests and
events until I had read them all. Re
united, and it feels so—ordinary?
I don't know how to explain it.
After the initial buzz was over, I just
felt strangely unsatisfied. This is what
I had been waiting for? This is what I
had been so excited to see?
I mean, I had a couple of new
photos and new events that I had been
invited to, but there was never a mo
ment where I felt extremely fulfilled
and content that I was back in the
Facebook loop. Don't get me wrong,
I am happy to be on it again and not
constantly wondering what was on
the News feed, but I just didn't have
an all-encompassing, all-enrapturing
pinnacle of a moment. The joy and
the excitement lasted for about two
minutes, and then it just felt like any
other day where I was on the Internet
once more.
Although entertaining, this ex
perience was oddly educational. I
can just picture my Ticonderoga No.
2-smelling, argyle-wearing
third
grade teacher inquiring, "And what
did you learn from it, Sarah?" Well, I
learned that I don't need to use Facebook as much as I used to, I don't
need to rely on it as an accurate de
piction of what life is really like, and I
don't need to care about my Facebook
"image" as much as I did 40 days ago.
It's quite liberating, actually.
I think I've also come to real
ize that I primarily used Facebook
to procrastinate. If I was bored or
had no other activity to occupy my
time (besides homework), I went on
Facebook. I wasn't looking for or ac
complishing anything in particular. I
just wanted something to keep myself
amused or diverted at the time.
By being off of that addiction, 1
no longer use Facebook as means to
temper the dull sting of restlessness
or boredom. I've developed other
habits such as reading Forbes.com
articles, looking at fashion blogs,
researching internships and career
paths, and (gasp!) being productive in
school work. Who would've thought
that taking Facebook out of the equa

tion resulted in freeing up a lot of my
time? It's crazy.
Every other time I used Facebook
for its real functions: posting, poking,
tagging, liking, and, of course my fa
vorite, stalking. But what was I really
gaining from these ventures? Stron
ger friendships? The occasional
"LOL" at a funny post? The fast made
me realize how oddly self-serving
these actions were, and yet how futile
they were at making me feel connect
ed to other people. Now, if I think of
something funny or interesting that I
need to tell my friend, I wait to tell
them when I see them instead of post
ing it on their wall. I've realized how
interactions in person are much more
fruitful and emotionally stimulating
than online contact.
Despite these opinions, I'm still
going to use Facebook. I need it for
group projects, I like to catch up with
old high school friends, and I enjoy
seeing pictures that I didn't take on
my camera. Facebook's not evil. It's
rather fun, but in moderation. Facebook in itself is like a friend to me. It's
like one of those high-maintenance
friends that you stop hanging out
with for a while, and then you chill
with them for-a day and understand
again why you left them in the first
place. Facebook's that friend that you
can only handle in small doses.
Overall, this Facebook Fast has
been eye-opening for me. I've honed
in my willpower at resisting temp
tations. I've developed more as a
blogger and writer through these ar
ticles. And I've discovered a few of
my own truths about Facebook.
Number one: Even if something's
not a legal drug, that doesn't mean
that it can't be unhealthy and addic
tive. Number two: Much like the Wiz
ard of Oz behind the green curtain,
appearances and depictions are not
what they seem. And number three:
There are more things to do in life
than to focus on what everyone else
is doing.
Thus ends the Facebook Fast
chronicles. What an adventure.
Thanks for reading, and I hope we'll
end up being friends in real life.

Vacation hot spots aren't paradise for everyone
By Tatum Hohl
Tourism. The word conjures up
images of tropical beaches, inviting
cultures and fun experiences. How
ever, the real tourism trap doesn't take
advantage of the tourists, it takes ad
vantage of the locals.
The tourism industry benefits from
the tourists who come and visit. The
same cannot be said for the economies
of these destinations as a whole. Many
times, tourism causes what is known
as a hostage economy. This type of
economy occurs when other industries
become extinct, and tourism becomes
the only way to make money.
Ultimately, a hostage economy
causes a lack of alternate job oppor
tunities for locals, an exploitation of
native culture and large poverty lev
els. Haunani-Kay Trask, an indigenous
leader in the Native Hawaiian sover
eignty movement, coined this term
because employment in the tourism
industry means active participation

in one's own degradation. Since this
seems to be the only option, however,
employees are essentially held hostage.
Hawaii is one of these popular
travel destinations that has been com
mercially converted. Much of Hawaii's
culture has been transformed for enter
tainment purposes, such as the hula,
and its wildlife is becoming endan
gered or extinct. In addition, one-fifth
of the population is classified as nearhomeless.
According to The Wall Street Jour
nal, Hawaii is currently facing its worst
recession since becoming a state nearly
50 years ago due to its reliance on a
single industry — tourism.
Unfortunately, the cycle of these
economies continues because those
invested in the industry receive unfair
advantages. For big resorts who attract
the most affluent customers, building
permits are fast-tracked, allowing more
rooms, golf courses, and restaurants to
be built faster and faster. The only way
to stop this cycle is to stop the incessant
tourism. This will help both the econo

my and the people who live there who
have to deal with 6.5 million tourists a
year, over 30 visitors for every native
Hawaiian.
Jamaica is another area that de
pends on tourism with dire conse
quences. The Jamaica Gleaner explains
that because of this dependence, many
hoteliers are beginning to believe that
the recession in the U.S. will have a
severe impact in the Caribbean. It may
seem that the way to combat this is
sue is to travel to the islands to keep
their industry booming. In reality this
just emphasizes the consequences of
an economy reliant on a sole industry.
Contributing to the reliance is not the
answer.
Tourism is not a bad thing. It can
help boost an economy. It can diver
sify. It can inform. It can do many great
things. But in order for any of these to
happen, tourism must not be the sole
revenue source for the economy. The
Barcelona Studies Field Centre is a
company that conducts studies on sev
eral different fields, including travel

and tourism. The company describes
that overdependence on one or two in
dustries is also often accompanied by
underdevelopment within other sec
tors of the economy such as education,
health and the manufacturing and ag
ricultural industries. A contribution to
tourism in locations such as these is a
contribution to degrading other aspects
of life.
Summer is quickly approaching
which means a time of mass vacation
ing and tourism. It would be wise to
think twice about traveling, and where
to because it's not all about getting tan
and having a good time, it's also about
people's opportunities, culture, and
land.
Instead of choosing to invade
someone else's culture, choose to take
a stand and visit somewhere that is not
reliant on tourism. Go on a mission trip.
Go camping. The only way for hostage
economies to be reduced is to give the
places of origin a chance to increase
other industries and that is only pos
sible if the tourism industry subsides.

From memes to inspirational quotes
to planning a future dream wedding,
Pinterest has it all.
Pinterest is the latest up-and-com
ing social media website in which the
users «pin» photos that they find cap
tivating or fitting to their personality.
The pins are then placed onto «boards»
which are categorized from Humor to
Dream Closet to Sports, to name a few.
No matter what you are interested in,
Pinterest will have a photo to capture it.
If it does not, the users are able to up
load their own photos which can then be
shared with all of their followers.
According to Pinterest, the web
site's goal is to connect people with the
items or things that they find most inter
esting. "Pinterest lets you organize and
share all the beautiful things you find on
the web. People use pinboards to plan
their weddings, decorate their homes,
and organize their favorite recipes."
Pinterest is now the third most used
social media website, behind Facebook
and Twitter. The reason behind its suc
cess is its ability to fit every person's
unique interests. If a person is interest
ed in joining the increasingly popular
website they must either be invited by
a friend or ask the website for member
ship, which usually can take up to 24
hours to be accepted. Yet, once the soonto-be-member is accepted to Pinterest,
the options are endless.
For the people who enjoy staying
fit and being healthy, there are catego
ries such as Health, in which users can
find workout routines or healthy recipes
to make. If they need the boost of con
fidence to keep going, there are many
photos of people with rockin> bods and
inspirational quotes to go along with it.
The fashion-savvy people also have
their place on this board. For the future
Ralph Laurens or Tori Burchs of the
word, or perhaps those who just want
to design a dream closet of their own,
Pinterest is there to help. They have al
most every style imaginable for men and
women. The great thing too is it helps
give ideas of what looks good with
what, or what is the next item that needs
to be added to the closet.
Pinterest also has great memes that
are collected from all over. They have
the ones with Lebron and Kobe for the
basketball lovers, the ones of cats and
dogs doing weird things for the pet lov
ers , as well as specific ones such as curly
hair problems, which I myself can iden
tify with. No matter what the user will
be sure to get a kick out of some of the
pictures.
Another cool feature is that usually
the photos are linked to the original blog
or website. This way if when a "pinner"
comes across a specific photo of an item,
in order to find out more about it, all that
needs to be done is click on the photo
and from there they are instantly linked
to the photos original website. Users
have the option to continue reading
about what originally caught their inter
est or perhaps purchase an item.
Pinterest does come with "Pin Eti
quette" in which they ask the users to be
respectful, be authentic, credit sources,
report objectionable content and tell the
website how to help improve their ex
perience.
The best part about Pinterest is that
even though the user might only be in
terested in a handful of the categories
it offers, Pinterest exposes them to dif
ferent images. It allows them to explore
different things that they might not have
known about before as well as see what
their friends are interested in.
Pinterest is not about creating the
"front" personality, that Facebook or
Twitter can be, but rather picking things
that the user like personally and fits with
their personality based off what they find
funny, inspirational or cool. In a way,
you can learn more about a person from
Pinterest than on someone's Facebook,
for you are able to see what exactly each
individual identifies with.
Pinterest even states on its webpage that, «Our goal is to connect ev
eryone in the world through the 'things'
they find interesting. We think that a
favorite book, toy, or recipe can reveal
a common link between two people."
It appears that many people agree
with this claim as the number of mem
bers continues to increase. It is because
of Pinteresbs diversity that it is such a
great site and why many people are join
ing. No matter the user, Pinterest will
have something for them.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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OPINION
USD rallies together to support student drag show
By Sami Armstrong

E LIC BOX ORNEI
As a university community, we
should be able to stand in solidarity
together, even if we do not share the
same beliefs.
This past Wednesday April 11th,
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendei PRIDE club at USD put on
their first ever drag show, intended
to be a student-run event to celebrate
gender and freedom of expression.
However, the show caused much
controversy among students, faculty
members and alumni, with some say
ing that the drag show went against
USD's core Catholic values.
While the protesters outside the
event were peaceful, other people
that were against the idea of a drag
show on campus were hateful, threat
ening and disrespectful via their on
line comments. According to an ar
ticle by MSNBC, ever since the show
was announced by California Catho
lic Daily, people have been posting
comments on the site to voice their
negative opinions.
One commenter called the show,
"Perversion at its highest level." An
other writes: "USD stands for Unde
niable Satanic Destruction." While
these comments are offensive, espe
cially to the members of the PRIDE
club putting on the show, they are
just the act of people voicing their
opinions, which everyone has the
right to do.
However, one comment com
pletely crosses the line of voicing an
individual's views, and deliberately
and inappropriately attacks the mem
bers of the PRIDE club: "Whoever
is organizing this event should hang
themselves in shame."
This comment is extremely of
fensive, very hurtful and not appro
priate. While USD grants students
the right to peaceful protest, it does
not condone hate or animosity be
tween students. We should be able to
come together as one student body
that respects its diversity and differ
ent viewpoints instead of attacking
our peers for their beliefs.
"The fact that USD was found
ed on Catholic values is important
to me, but as a Catholic, I stand by
my peers and support their decision
to express themselves and celebrate
their gender in any peaceful form that

Man From Hove/ Flickr CC

Courtesy of USD PRIDE

USD's PRIDE organization supports the gay, bisexual, and transgender community.

On April 11th, USD PRIDE hosted the university's first ever drag show.

they choose, including a drag show,"
says USD freshman Mary Nowell.
In addition to the peaceful protest
ers who knelt outside of the UC Fo
rums last Wednesday to protest through
prayer, Mary was one of the many stu
dents gathered to counter the protest
and support the show. They held up
signs such as, "USD supports you!" and,
"USD celebrates students' diversity!"
The entire basis behind the idea of
putting on a drag show was to be able
to expose students, faculty and alumni
to the diversity of USD and to celebrate
our differences, especially those per
taining to gender roles. It is important
for any and all USD students to be able
to express themselves in any way that
they choose, and this includes the way
that they perceive and display their gen

der.
USD freshman Danielle Win
kle attended the show to support the
PRIDE club's endeavor. She said that,
"The show threw out all stereotypical
definitions of gender, and kind of made
fun of how we automatically charac
terize men and women so differently
from one another. People don't fit into
stereotypical molds, and this show re
ally brought this to light for me."
Anthony Pavlovic, ASB Presi
dent, was quoted by 10 News saying,
"There is nothing wrong with having a
drag show at USD because what it is,
it's the LGBT community expressing
themselves as they feel comfortable
doing so. It's these people who might
ground their bigotry in prayer that are
the ones that attack us, but that doesn't

make sense because we know that
we're a member of this human family
and all that we're trying to do is show
each other who we are."
We are all aware that a number of
students in our campus community are
also a part of the LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender) community,
so who are we to tell them that they
cannot be themselves? Everyone is
entitled to freedom of expression, and
since everyone is different, we all ex
press ourselves differently, and these
differences should be respected and
celebrated.
The fact that the roles of gender
are such a huge part of our everyday
lives and are so controversial is truly
unfortunate. This drag show truly tore
down the stereotypical views that most

people hold on the roles of gender, and
brought to light a counter-narrative
story.
The show displayed different
views and showed varying ways on
how a person's gender affects their life
and the way that they dress or act. It
challenged the "normal" roles of gen
der and opened up a whole new per
spective to the people who attended, as
well as to those who heard about the
show through word of mouth.
We, as a communal body of stu
dents, faculty and alumni, should sup
port one another and honor our differ
ences. Even if we do not agree with
someone else's lifestyle or opinions,
we should never attack them or their
principles, but come to enjoy the fact
that we are not all the same.

Banning affirmative action in college admissions
By Elizabeth Ducote
A federal court of appeals
maintained California's ban on
affirmative action in public college
admissions on Monday, April 9. The
Supreme Court is scheduled to hear a
rather similar affirmative action case
against the University of Texas within
the next few months. This case could
bring an end to affirmative action in
college admissions across the country.
The California ban does not allow
the use of race, ethnicity and gender to
be a determining factor in admissions
to public colleges. Affirmative
action is any active effort to improve
the employment or educational
opportunities of members of minority
groups and to promote the rights or
progress of historically disadvantaged
persons.
According to NBC San Diego,
the California banning of affirmative
action in college admissions led to a
50 percent decrease in the African
American,
Latino
and
Native
American student populations at
two of its most distinguished public
universities - UC Berkeley and
UCLA. Despite efforts to counteract
this drop in minority students by such
methods as the comprehensive review
(admitting the top 4 percent of all
California high school graduates and
lowering the weight of standardized
tests), there is still a lack of diversity
in these universities.
For example, Latinos and Native
Americans make up around 50
percent of California's high school
graduates yet only comprise 19.5
percent of the freshmen class at UC
Berkeley this year. Five other states
(Michigan,
Arizona,
Nebraska,
Oklahoma, and Washington) have
similar bans on affirmative action
in college admissions. The courts'
removal of affirmative action policies
in college admissions illustrates
the 'consequences of a colorblind
society in the modern United States.
A colorblind society is one that is
unaffected by and devoid of any
influence of racial prejudice.
The idea of the United States as
a colorblind society creates the belief
that the current American society

USD's Undergradua
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International on visa
two/more races
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Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
Sylvia Choi/The Vista

has racial equality. Therefore, no extra
accommodations are necessary for
those traditionally discriminated against
based on race in the past. The belief in
a colorblind society ignores systemic
racism and the inherent inequalities of
races, ethnicities, genders, and classes
due to past discrimination and its longlasting, cumulative effects.
This belief in a colorblind society
that is endorsed by most power holders
in the United States creates ignorance
in
the American
public, which
perpetuates systemic discrimination.
Systemic discrimination refers to the
institutionalization of discrimination
through policies, behaviors, or practices
which
have
become
historically
entrenched in systems creating or
perpetuating barriers to equality for
members of minority groups.
This type of discrimination constructs
society into an inherently unequal system
that the majority of the American public
is unaware of leading to the removal of
societal equalizers such as affirmative
action programs in college admissions.
A Hispanic Junior at USD believes
that our society should not be colorblind,
but rather it should be "color conscious."
Instead of. ignoring difference and not
addressing racial difference which
inherently
favors
certain
groups

[European-Americans], our society
needs to address these differences and
acknowledge that people of color are
often disadvantaged.
The Supreme Court taking on the
University of Texas case (Fisher v.
University of Texas) suggests the rather
conservative justices desire to eliminate
affirmative action programs from all
college and university admissions.
This case has a 2003 precedent
(Grutter v. Bollinger) in which the
then less conservative Court stated that
public colleges and universities could
not use a quota system to increase
minority enrollment but could take race
into account in a holistic approach to
ensure academic diversity. Supporters
of affirmative action are worried while
opponents are quite hopeful.
The case will most likely be heard
by the Supreme Court shortly before
the presidential elections. The timing of
the case could trigger affirmative action
to be an issue on which presidential
candidates will be forced to discuss
their opinions. Affirmative action has
traditionally been a precarious topic for
politicians despite the general consensus
of the American public in support of at
least some forms of affirmative action.
The removal of affirmative action
programs in college and university

admissions decreases campus diversity,
which not only is damaging to higher
education in general but is even more
damaging to the existing minority
students.
Minority students experience more
pressure to conform while being made
outcasts and archetypes at the same
time in environments devoid of any real
diversity.
Here at USD, according to our
university's federal report to the
US Department of Education, the
undergraduate population is: 57 percent
White, 17 percent Hispanic or Latino,
6 percent Asian, 6 percent unknown, 6
percent international on visa, 5 percent
two or more races, 2 percent Black or
African American, less than 1 percent
American Indian or Alaska Native, and
less than 1 percent Hawaiian or Other
Pacific Islander.
A female Hispanic student at USD
pointed out that our school's mission
statement has a diversity and inclusion
clause; yet coming from an urban public
high school , she was never recruited by
private universities. She commented
that "USD and other private universities
claim to want diversity, but they don't
go into urban neighborhoods - whose
residents are predominantly people of
color." This student also commented

that high school students coming from
urban neighborhoods did not receive
the extra help with test preparation
and college applications that a lot of
other students now attending private
universities, such as USD, did receive
coming from suburban areas and private
high schools.
A female European-American
student at USD commented that private
Catholic universities, including USD,
definitely are in need of affirmative
action programs due to college
becoming such an exclusive opportunity
and privilege for the wealthy.
The fact that USD has an
international population that is at least
double the combination of three minority
group populations demonstrates the lack
of diversity even within California's
private universities which do not have
the same strict restrictions against
affirmative action programs. These are
the simple facts, yet affirmative action
continues to be eradicated from our
society's college admissions decisions
with swiftness and precision.
A European-American sophomore
at USD was conflicted in her opinions
surrounding affirmative action programs
in college admissions. The student
debated that on the one hand it could
be beneficial to get rid of affirmative
action because by looking at race in the
admissions process, the college is using
race as a qualification to be admitted.
"By not looking at race in the
admissions process, it creates a sort
of equality," she said. "This would
probably lead to stereotypes such as
the University of Spoiled [white, rich] .
Daughters of USD." She understands
the idea of having different perspectives
in the learning environment being
beneficial. "But if everything else
was equal, I still have a problem with
colleges choosing one person over
another simply based on their races.
This seems more like discriminating
to me because the person was born this
way and get admitted just because of
birth."
The student acknowledged that
affirmative action is an attempt to
equalize the historic disadvantages
of racial minorities, but hinted at the
suggestion of another type of affirmative
action that could possibly be better
for modern US society: an affirmative
action based on socio-economic status.
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THE VISTA | THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2012

9

OPINION
Letter to the Editor
The importance of being Ernesto
"When one is in town one amuses oneself. When one is in the country one amuses other
people."
- Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest, Act 1
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900), the author of The Importance of Being Earnest has been given popu
larity and academic respect for his literary achievements. However, the Irish playwright's personal
lifestyle, rather than his artistic achievements, still remains the main focus of public attention. The
"Apostle of Aestheticism," the Victorian advocate of personal decadence, the homosexual martyr
jailed for the "love that dare not speak its name." Wilde's flamboyance and eccentricity raise even
more questions when contrasted to his lifelong fascination and struggle with Catholicism, and to
its influence on his work.
The play is based around two young men, one is an upright young man called Jack who lives
in the country. However, in order to escape the drudgery of his highly conservative lifestyle he has
created an alter-ego, Ernest, who has all kinds of reprobate fun in London. Jack says he often has
to visit his poor brother Ernest, which gives him his opportunity to escape his boring life and have
fun with his good friend, Algernon.
According to Sophomore Ernesto Reyes, the drag queen "contest" scheduled for the USD
campus on April 11, is supposed to be a "celebration of equality" , similar to the message of San
Diego's annual gay pride parade. "Students are encouraged to dress up as someone from a different
gender and express their identity like that," explained student Ernesto Reyes. The sophomore is
a member of USD PRIDE, the student organization that's holding the Catholic school's first ever
drag show next Wednesday.
"We're hoping that our campus community will become more knowledgeable and aware of
other students who have different sexual orientations, students who are gay, lesbian students who
are transsexual, "Reyes said in an exclusive interview with NBCSanDiego.
Apparently the "Jacks" of USD are being encouraged to be "Earnest" for a day. But if their
identity is displayed by dressing in drag, why don't they dress in drag every day? Isn't that a more
honest expression of their identity?
The true nature of the Drag queen exhibitionism is not to release an identity, but to thwart,
on a Catholic campus, a life=style that is unacceptable in Catholic teaching. These exhibitionists
came with their eyes wide open to a Catholic campus, and want to scream "attention" to an unwill
ing audience who find them offensive. The drag queen attire is a representation of a life-style of
reprobation that these "contestants" do not live every day. It has nothing to do with their identity. It
is instead a mockery—a perversion of the Easter season in which they rise, not as people of God
saved by Christ's death and resurrection, but rise to display themselves as something God did not
create them to be—but with a demand that everyone else take notice.
Most persons at USD decry this mockery—especially in this Easter season. Alumni and the
majority of students deserve more respect from the administration than to have this publicity define
the identity of the USD student.
David S. Moynihan
USD Alumnus 1997,2003
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Hit
Me
One More
Time

By Haley Earl-Lynn
I've got a bone to pick with the
United States of America on the
subject of public transportation. I
have come to the conclusion that the
lack of public transportation available
to Americans is the root of all things
evil in this great and noble country.
Perhaps I am just bitter because I was
hit by a car while legally walking
across a crosswalk, but that's for you
to decide. Let me explain.
In European countries, and in
a few big cities here in the States,
public transportation is utilized by
the majority of city dwellers. Here
in San Diego, public buses and
trolleys are more often practically
empty than they are full. I can say
this with confidence, because I was
a bus rider back when I didn't have
a car in San Diego. How else was I
supposed to make it to the beach for
my windsurfing class on Fridays?
I decided to rendezvous with the
San Diego bus system last Friday.
Perhaps I should have considered that
it was, ominously, Friday the 13th.
The first mistake I made was leaving
anything to chance on such a horrid
day.
I would have been better off
indoors all day, but instead I found
myself walking toward Old Town to
catch a bus home to Mission Beach
after a morning on campus. I haven't
taken the bus in quite some time,
because driving my own car around is
just so much more convenient.
As I walked toward Old Town I
found myself needing to cross Taylor
Street. I pushed the crosswalk button
and patiently waited for my legal
turn, because my mother's voice still
resonates in my head when I go to
cross the street, "Look both ways!
Wait your turn!"
The automated voice announced
"Walk sign is on — Taylor Street,"
so I stepped out to cross. I made it
halfway when a white Prius came
zooming into the intersection. I threw
my hands up in the air just in case the
driver hadn't noticed my 5'8" body
smack dab in the middle of the road.
As the car approached I made
eye contact with the driver, who
suddenly seemed panicked. The next
thing I knew I was up on the hood of
the car and being flipped off onto the
sidewalk. The car continued forward
and crashed into the wooded bushes.
I was in shock and quite angry
to have been so abruptly knocked
off my feet. When the pain set in I
couldn't keep my tears from flowing.
Eight hours, an ambulance ride and
an array of x-rays later I found myself
a bruised and battered mess, but I was
in one piece and alive.
The reason I blame this
crazy experience on the public
transportation system is because I was
hit by a very old man who mistakenly
hit the gas when he saw me rather
than the brake. Fortunately for me,
he went with the Prius rather than
the Hummer last time he left the auto
dealership. Human v. car interactions
don't
usually
end
pleasantly,
especially against Hummers.
Mr. Jessop, the man driving the
Prius, shouldn't have had an active
license last Friday. With reflexes as
slow as ice melting in the freezer,
his driving privileges should have
been revoked long ago. Mr. Jessop
admitted immediately after getting
out of his car that he panicked and hit
the wrong pedal. Pedestrians don't
usually cause drivers panic when they
are abiding by traffic laws.
Had Mr. Jessop chosen to take
public transportation into Old Town
to get his fish taco fix, I would have
safely made it across the street.
However, we all know taking the bus
isn't cool here in San Diego. It isn't
time-efficient either. And there are
many other things we would rather
spend $2.50 on.
If public transportation here
was as exciting, speedy and trendy
as taking the tube in London or the
subway in New York it would make
more sense for old folk to willingly
hand down their car keys and buy a
frequent rider card. I blame bad public
transportation here in San Diego,
combined with a horrible driver, for
knocking me to the curb.

Marco Bertozzi is well known for documetary filmmaking. He captured the passion of old Italy with his use of archival footage in his most recent film.

Marco Bertozzi stops by USD to discuss Italian film
By Jonathan Finch
Leading Italian filmmaker and
scholar Marco Bertozzi shared his
film "Rimini Lampedusa Italia" with
a small crowd in Warren Auditorium
last Thursday night, April 10. The
event was sponsored by the Italian
studies program of the Department of
Languages and Literatures at USD as
well as San Diego State University,
University of California-San Diego,
the San Diego Italian Film Festival,
the Italian Cultural Center and the
House of Italy.
A crowd of USD students, faculty
and San Diego residents welcomed
Bertozzi. He was introduced and the
audience was informed of Bertozzi's
most recent works.His works included
"Profughi in Cinecitta," "Predappio
in Luce," "Storia del documentario
italiano" and "Immagini e culture
dell' altro cinema," which wasawarded
the Premio Domenico Meccoli and
the Premio Limina Awards in 2009 as

the best film book of the year.
"Rimini Lampedusa Italia" was a
film about Italian fishermen who had
to uproot their lives in Lampedusa
and immigrate to Rimini.
During the question and answer
session, Bertozzi was asked why he
created the film.
"In the last twenty years, the
media system in Italy [hasn't painted]
a realistic vision of Italy ... The
people do not know the history in
Rimini," he said.
One audience member said that
she viewed Rimini before Bertozzi's
screening as it was portrayed in "I
Vitelloni," a film by Federico Fellini.
She thanked Bertozzi for the new
perspective.
"Rimini is a whole different
world," she said.
Bertozzi said that Fellini's movie
was actually not even shot in Rimini.
Bertozzi made it clear that he needs to
inform people of what is really going
on in Italy, because people have false
ideas from movies like "I Vitelloni."

He also spoke about his
documentary's particular style. He
said that it was important for him
to show the past and present time
periods in his films so that he did not
romanticize Italy, In order to work in
both the past and present, Bertozzi
integrated archival footage with
modern day footage. The historic
footage showed Italian fishing in its
prime and acted as a juxtaposition
with the modern footage. Bertozzi
said that he used tight angle shots to
capture the passion and emotion of
the people.
"I enjoyed the contrast between
the footage. It gave a historical
perspective that helped better inform
the audience," freshman Danielle
Divittorio said.
Bertozzi said that one must have
a passion and a sense of urgency in
filmmaking.
"We don't do documentary film
to become rich," he said. "We do it for
the passion."
Bertozzi
claimed
that

occupational and cultural passion
of the people present in the film was
important to illustrate because it is
what keeps the cultural identity and
tradition alive.
Bertozzi ended his screening
of "Rimini Lampedusa Italia" by
pointing out how the immigrants
from Lampedus have each other
as a support system. One of the
final scenes in the film
showed
this togetherness. The people of
Lampedusa had transported, by
fishing vessel, a statue of Our Lady
of Lampedusa from Lampedusa to
Rimini. When the statue was taken
off of the fishing vessel in Rimini, the
immigrants from Lampedusa became
ecstatic and started chanting, "We are
together!" Bertozzi pointed this scene
out because of how powerful and
passionate the group was.
Bertozzi's film
screening
challenged USD students to consider
the true struggles behind the pristine,
romantic facade that many imagine
when they think of Italy.

Photos Courtesy of IMDB

LEFT: A scene from "Refugees in Cinecitta." RIGHT: A scene from "Appunti Romani."

Asian Film Festival kicks off with a spring showing
By Nicole Younger
Have you already seen the
"Hunger Games?" Did your girlfriend
drag you to see "Titanic" in 3D with
her? If you are tired of the mainstream
box office hits, there is an opportunity
to see original and different films this
week at the annual San Diego Asian
Film Foundation Festival. The spring
showcase of films begins this week on
April 19 and runs through April 26.
The spring showcase is a way for
the San Diego Asian Film Foundation
(SDAFF) to get the word out about
its main festival in October. SDAFF
is one of the biggest media arts
organizations in North America with
its focus on Asian American and
Asian international cinema. SDAFF
strives to present culturally-enriching
programs that are not typically
accessible to the public with the
hope that these films will strengthen
San Diego as an art destination. The
foundation started in 2000 as a threeday event that took place on USD's
campus.
Lee Ann Kim was the founder
of the festival and came up with the
concept for SDAFF without any prior
film festival or fundraising experience.
Filmmaker Mark Arbitario and film
critic Beth Accomando supported her
in the festival's creation, and local
journalists and volunteers helped
execute it. The festival debuted on
Aug. 9, 2000. USD Communication
Studies professor Dr. Leeva Chung

helped kick the festival off when Kim
contacted her with the idea back in
1999.
"Lee Anne Kim needed a place
to house the festival. She contacted
me, and we showcased the very
first SDAFF at USD," Chung said.
"We used Shiley Theater, the Hahn
Nursing school and some classrooms.
Filmmakers lived in the dorms for
three days."
Chung's contribution to the first
SDAFF at USD and her continued
support to the foundation earned her
an award in 2009 for 10 years of
dedication.
Last year the Center for Inclusion
and Diversity (CID) as well as the
International Center at USD combined
their efforts and became sponsors for
the SDAFF. This year on April 23 at
6 p.m. at the Mission Valley UltraStar
Cinema, the CID will show a film
from the Spring Showcase entitled
"Let the Bullets Fly" which stars
Yun-Fat Chow from "Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon" and "Pirates
of the Caribbean: At World's End."
According to Chung, "Let the Bullets
Fly." is a Chinese version of a spaghetti
western film.
"My class in Hong Kong went
with me during the 2011 intersession,
and I am thrilled to take my USD class
to it again this semester," said Chung.
Other films to look out for during
the SDAFF are "Sunny," "You Are the
Apple of My Eye" and "Somewhere
Between." "Sunny" is about a group

of girls who meet up for a blastfrom-the-past reunion. "You Are the
Apple of My Eye" is about how five
Taiwanese high school boys all fall for
the same girl. "Somewhere Between"
is a film about growing up in different
cities across America in which four
Chinese adoptees share their views on
culture and identity.

"The SDAFF is a unique
opportunity to view so many cool
films in a span of seven days with
others who appreciate film—and not
just conventional film," Chung said.
Stop by the CID to get a free ticket
for any of the festival films. While the
USD showing has sold out, general
admission tickets are still avaialable.

In
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Suspense is something to look forward to at the screening of "Let the Bullets Fly."
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Local museum challenges archaic boundaries with "Art Alive"
By Emily Schlauch
The San Diego Museum of Art
is one of the unique landmarks this
diverse and charming city has to offer.
It is located in the heart of beautiful
Balboa Park and houses a broad
collection of fine arts with particular
strength in Spanish art.
The San Diego Museum of Art is
the region's oldest, largest and most
visited art museum and provides a
rich and diverse cultural experience
for almost 250,000 visitors annually.
The museum's nationally renowned
permanent
collection
showcases
Spanish and Italian old masters,
South Asian paintings and 19th and
20th century American paintings and
sculptures.
The inspiration for a permanent
public art gallery in San Diego can

be traced to the Panama-California
International Exposition, held in
Balboa Park during 1915 and 1916.
The exposition was organized to
celebrate the opening of the Panama
Canal and to promote San Diego as
a seaport, showcasing San Diego as a
flourishing and thriving cultural center.
The museum regularly features
major exhibits from around the world
in addition to its extensive year-round
schedule of cultural and educational
programs for children and adults
offered in both English and Spanish.
The museum also has its own
research library, which lives up to
its reputation as the region's largest
specializing in visual arts. The library
includes more than 30,000 volumes
covering a wide range of art topics
with a special emphasis on Italian
Renaissance, Spanish Baroque, Indian
miniature painting and Chinese art.

This library adds 500 to 1,000
copies of the exhibition bibliographies,
which the museum makes available
within its featured special exhibitions.
Located within the research library,
the archives offer a wide range of
materials dealing with the history of
the museum and of the arts in San
Diego as well.
Local library branches within
the San Diego Public Library system,
including the Comado Public Library,
also serve as exhibition venues for
displaying K-12 student art biennially.
A recent exhibition showcased 300
additional student works, which were
displayed throughout San Diego
thanks to the participation of several
San Diego area libraries.
The museum's collections include
Asian, European and African' art,
art of the Americas, post-war and
contemporary art, photography and art

of the Pacific and the Native Americas.
Currently featured exhibits include
"Pacific Horizons," "Modem French
Paintings,"
"Dyeing
Elegance,"
"Echoes of the Past" and "Still Life in
the 20th Century." Upcoming exhibits
will showcase "Roberto Cortazar,"
"Inventions of Glory" and "The
Human Beast."
Among its numerous displays
representing various industries and
products was a prominent exhibition
of fine arts featuring European old
masters, American art and works by
California and San Diego artists. The
public response to the art exhibition
convinced civic leaders and prominent
local artists that San Diego needed its
own fine arts gallery and collection.
Improvements that have been
made to the museum include an
expansion of the museum's outreach
efforts into the community, bilingual

initiatives and a publications program.
The museum holds lectures,
music, film,
dance and family
programs as well as a teen art cafe,
summer camps and tours. Special
events hosted annually are the "culture
and cocktails," "summer salon series"
and "art alive" exhibitions.
The fairly new "Art Alive"
showcase, "Springtime in San Diego,"
features floral
interpretations of
famous works of art. Every year floral
designers are invited into the galleries
to interpret some of the greatest
works in San Diego's art collection.
Masterpieces from world-renowned
artists such as El Greco, Degas, Monet
and Renoir are exhibited side by side
their floral doubles.
Art Alive is just another example
of how the San Diego Museum of
Art remains culturally relevant and
modem.

••••:.

:"

1

.

" .. V

Photo Courtesy o? SDMAK
Examples of Art Alive can be seen at the San Diego Museum of Art during the spring showcase.

Photographs of U.S. landscape are archived and serve as art
By Anne Brady
Art today incorporates a variety
of media in its creation. On April 12,
USD's visual arts department hosted
Matthew Coolidge, a visiting artist
who is the founder and director of the
Center for Land Use Interpretation.
The organization, founded in
1994, focuses on the built and altered
landscape of the U.S. and how this
human-altered landscape can be
interpreted.
"Really, where our work is is
in this interpretive arena that floats
above the ground, if you will,"
Coolidge said. "[It's] in the minds and
eyes of people looking at places and
thinking about buildings."
An important part of the
organization is its archive, which is
a collection of places, notes, maps,
articles and references to places.
"We started off collecting
things...every kind of land use fits
into a-category," Coolidge said. "This
kind of collection and management
of information and images of sites is
the foundation of our organization.
But it isn't very useful unless it gets
out there, so the other big deal is to
disseminate your publishings."
This dissemination comes in
the form of books, public tours,
presentations, exhibits and through
the organization's website, www.clui.
org.
"Most of our work is in doing
exhibits," Coolidge said. "Exhibits
are regional ~ you designate an
area to study and then you sort of
characterize that area. It can be a
county or an island."
Some examples of his regional
work include exhibits on Terminal
Island, which is an area between the
harbors of Los Angeles and Long
Beach.
Another is the exhibit titled
"Aversions
and
Dislocations,
which focuses on Owens Valley.
Coolidge hopes to point out the role
Owens Valley plays in the everyday
functionality of Los Angeles. Owens
Valley is one of the major areas
responsible for for bringing water into
the city of Los Angeles, yet the land
has been nicknamed "The Land of
Little Rain."
Land art, towns submerged
under water, tourist caves and even
autotechnogeoglyphics, which look
at vehicular tracks across the U.S,
fall under the category of thematic
exhibits.
Coolidge
relies
on
photo

documentation for his work. Many of
the images in Coolidge's presentation
are aerial and landscape photographs.
The Center for Land Use
Interpretation has a current thematic
exhibit in Los Angeles, which focuses
on surveying in the U.S. The exhibit
is centered on the methods used to
measure, calculate and document the
terrain across the nation.
Coolidge
interprets art as
an arena for developing ideas
and communicating in new and
unconventional ways. He said the
concept is to analyze objects that
people encounter every day within
a landscape, whether they be traffic
lights or buildings, and asking
questions like, "What does it mean?
How does it operate?"
"I had never really acknowledged
the connection between human
constructions in our landscape and
art," sophomore Melissa Coleman
said.
"But after looking at some of the
images in the presentation, I realize
that there is a certain artistry in the
structures, especially in the way they
are photographed, that makes them
quite beautiful and interesting to look
at."
Because his work does not really
fit into an academic model, most
of the funding for Coolidge's work
comes from cultural organizations
and foundations that fund cultural
projects.
He described his organization
as fitting into a catchall category for
the arts, employing the tools and
languages of the arts in its projects.
"Lectures by visiting artists,
designers, critics and historians
provide vital connections to the
contexts in which art is made and
functions outside of the classroom or
the campus," Allison Wiese, professor
of sculpture, said.
"The
Department
of
Art,
Architecture aiid Art History invites
visiting lecturers who can broaden
students' understandings both within
disciplines and across boundaries
that sometimes seem more stable in
academic contexts than they do in the
rest of the world.
Matt Coolidge is an example
of an artist who has received much
recognition from the art world. At the
same time though his collaborative,
research-based
investigations
with CLUI into our use of the
land has found an equally relevant
and interested audience amongst
scientists, planners, anthropologists,
sociologists, historians and curious
lay-people.
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TOP: An example of Coolidge's work. BOTTOM: Coolidge has travlled all over the country taking photographs for his archives.
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Caroline Polachek and PatrickWimberly gave up their Colorado lifestyles and moved to hisptervilleWilliamsburg to pursue indie music making.

Brooklyn hipster band Chairlift impresses on west coast tour
From haunted house tunes to sold out live shows
By Maggie Hatley
Chairlift released its sophomore
album "Something" in late January,
and the title was quite fitting, because
there really is something about
Chairlift. The album has generated a
lot of buzz following the band's first
album "Does You Inspire You." The
band has begun touring, and will be
making stops in Southern California
this month.
Chairlift is an American synthpop
group composed of two members,
Caroline Polachek and Patrick
Wilberly. The group started at the
University of Colorado in October
2005. It was originally a project
between Caroline Polachek and

Aaron Pfenning. They intended to
make background music for haunted
houses.
In
August
2006
Chairlift
relocated to Williamsburg, Brooklyn
and signed to Kanine Records.
Patrick Wimberly joined the group
in 2007. The following year they
released their debut album, "Does
You Inspire You." Aaron Pfenning
left the group in 2010 to pursue his
solo career. It is also rumored that he
left because his romantic relationship
with other member Caroline Polachek
ended. Pfenning is now involved in
a atmospheric disco project called
Rewards.
Chairlift's first album produced
hits such as "Bruises" and "Evident
Utensil." "Braises" was featured in a
popular Apple ipod nano commercial,

and "Evident Utensil" was nominated
for breakthrough video at the 2009
MTV Music Video Awards. The
new album takes the charming but
repetitive pop sound of Chairlift to a
new, more sophisticated level.
Matthew Perpetua, a music critic
at Pitchfork, has positive things to say
about the new music.
"The melodies are bolder, the
arrangements have more snaps and
sparkle, and Polachek has thankfully
moved beyond the first
album's
overly cerebral lyrics to embrace
emotionally potent lines that explore
the subtler dynamics of romantic
relationships and the evolution of
character," Perpetua said.
The first single off of the album
is "Amanaemonesia." The song has a
strong hook and maintains a fun 80s

electric bump throughout. Polachek's
voice is sweet and quick, making it
hard to catch what she is singing. Few
words are understandable, which is
confusing, but still fun to dance along
to. The music video matches the song
in a strange but perfect way. Polachek
does an interpretive dance in a mint
green leotard for the entire video.
The strongest song on the album
is arguably "I Belong In Your Arms."
With this song it is clear that Chairlift
is not afraid to push its creative limits
and really experiment to design some
unique pop. The lyrics are full of love
and longing , and the pace of the song
matches the driving theme.
This same tone is seen in many
more of Chairlift's songs off of
"Something." "I Belong In Your
Arms" is the only one of the songs

that took great, risks and in return is
being showered with praise. Perpetua
of Pitchfork says that "I Belong In
Your Arms" is a gem.
"It
is
a
declaration
of
uncomplicated affection that makes
the most of the band's embrace of
faster tempos and open-hearted
lyrics," Perpetua said.
"Something" took the band over
18 months to record in the back of an
antique store in Brooklyn and in the
basement of a family friend's home in
Streatham, London.
Patient Chairlift fans have been
rewarded for their wait with the
exciting second album which has
generated respect in the pop world.
Their first album was very dreamy,
while "Something" takes a more
defined, sharper pop sound.
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Find faith in the talent of senior art student Devon Morris
By Carly Hanson
Inspired by what he refers to as
society's "religious-like obsession
with celebrities and pop culture"
Devon Morris decided to create
religious artwork with a modern spin
for his senior thesis, a final project
required by the art department at
USD. The 22-year-old USD student
from Singapore is a double major in
visual art and architecture with an
emphasis in painting. For Morris, his
last semester has been largely focused
on working on his senior thesis. He
combines his background in visual art
with his study of architecture to create
his work.
Carly Hanson: What inspires
your art?
Devon Morris: The name of the
show is "Finding Faith." My show
is about the idolization of celebrities
and pop culture. I started out my
show critiquing the fascination we
have with celebrities as well as the
religious-like institution that exists,
catering towards and supporting pop
culture icons. From there I looked
into the qualifications of religions
and surveyed some people about
their involvement with the media and

religion. Throughout this process,
I produced works of art that mimic
famous religious paintings, but with a
contemporary twist on each of them.
CH: Can you tell me about any
specific pieces?
DM: I don't want to give away
too much about the show, however,
one of the pieces is a remake of
Caravaggio's Entombment of Christ.
I replaced the figures with characters
whom contemporary society and
media portray as idols, the stars from
MTV's most viewed show, "Jersey
Shore."
CH: What materials did you use
to create your art?
DM: Most of my work is with
painting, so I used oil paints and
canvas. Since my paintings are rather
large and to purchase a canvas of
that size could be around $700, I
constructed and stretched my own
canvas. As a whole, the process of
an art thesis takes a lot of work. I'm
not too sure how many hours I've
invested in my work, but I've gotten
used to staying up until 4 a,m. in the
studios the past few months.
CH: How does your creative
process work?

DM: The creative process is
endless or even cyclical. It stems from
an idea, and then through trial and
error, talking with peers and receiving
critiques, the idea begins to further
and further evolve and the cycle
continues around again. For example,
even though my work is done, I'll
have my defense, receive feedback
and I'll learn from it and further
pursue additional works that branch
out of that concept.
CH: Can you describe what a
senior thesis is for the art program?
DM: A senior thesis is the
culmination of our (possibly) four
years here at USD. For our last
year, we begin working on creating,
designing and producing our own
art show, exhibiting a cohesive body
of work preparing ourselves for the
real world as an artist. The thesis is
broken down to two parts. The first
is a semester-long course preparing
ourselves for our thesis. Here we met
weekly for six hours — yes, a six-hour
class — where we develop the concept
behind our show as well as prepare
ourselves for life as an artist. Then for
the second semester, it's just a onecredit class and is not as structured as
before, however, it is this semester in
which we produce the show itself.

CH: What does "defending your
thesis" mean?
DM: Along with the show we
each have to do an oral defense of
our thesis. We explain our work and
concept and then are grilled with
questions by anyone who chooses to
come, but usually it's the professors.
CH: Did you have-any help along
the way?
DM: I have two faculty advisors
who helped me throughout the
semester, but friends and fellow art
peers are extremely helpful from
quick tips to deeper conceptual
conversations. A lot of my friends are
excited to come see the show, because
they've all had plenty of conversations
with me about it in the early stages.
CH: What were the highs and
the lows of working on your senior
thesis?
DM: Though it's arduous, the
actual painting has been my favorite
part of the process. I guess it's a good
sign that I could spend countless hours
painting and still love it. My least
favorite part though is definitely this
final week, working on the logistics
of curating my own show with height
requirements and spacing.

CH: Has art always been a part
of your life?
DM: I've always loved making
art, and in my senior year of
highschool, I became really fascinated
with art history. Growing up, I always
had art classes in school each year but
would also try to take supplementary
classes every so often. The classes
weren't so much learning skills but
rather giving me experiences to
explore, experiment and create.
CH: What does post-grad life
look like for you?
DM: Similar to pretty much every
other senior, the word graduation
makes me extremely nervous. I don't
have any actual plans after graduation
other than attempt to find a job
hopefully within the art world. I know
I definitely want to have an artistic
career, but it's hard to get into at first.
So until then, I'll continue producing
work and keep the creative juices
flowing.
CH: Where can the USD
community go to view your work?
DM: My art will be displayed in
the Sacred Heart Gallery, right next
to the Health Center, this week, April
16-20.

Haley Earl-Lynn/The Vista

Devon Morris mixes original religious art style with contemporary flair in his SeniorThesis Project.
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1 BEDROOM AVAILABLE
FOR
RENT ($800 MONTHLY ) .
We are looking for couples or single
person to rent our apartment as soon
as possible with affordable monthly
rent.

Room available in beautiful home. Nice
quiet neighborhood. Rent includes
utilities, internet, kitchen priv.,
laundry fac.&? cleaning of common
areas (bathroom, etc). Furniture (bed,
TV, dresser &> desk) are available if
needed for extra $50/month. pets n/g.
For more information , kindly contact
us on :johnbruno530@gmail.com OR
call us 213-359-4066

South Mission Penthouse Spectacular
Won't Last! Spacious 2bd/2bth condo,
4th floor views, block to ocean and bay.
Covered parking, security building,
WiFi. 2012/2013 9-month lease. USD
alumni owners, http://tinyurl.com/
smbcondo or 619-546-0895.

USD Alum and Realtor Seth O'Byrne
has a great beach house for sale just
south of Mount Soledad. Custom Built
Cape Cod, 3,000 square feet. $899,000
- $999,000. Also, be on the look out
for 2 new Mission Beach condos
for sale UNDER $400K! Call today
for homes for sale 858.869.3940,
sduniversityhomes.com, Troop Real
Estate License #01463479

SETH O'BYRNE
Real estate specialist to the USD Community since 2005!

/$sTroop
A

*£***.£

SD UNIVERSITY HOMES

Seth O'Byrne: USD Alum and Local Realtor

USD Buyer! 3779 Ocean Front
USD Buyer! 750 Island Court
USD Buyer! 1977 Oliver
USD Buyer! 4786 Ingraham
USD Buyer! 829 San Fernando
USD Buyer! 15105 Cross Stone
USD Seller! 7167 Cam. Degrazia
USD Seller! 2250 CDL Reina
USD Buyer! 2542 Hartford
USD Seller! 685 Rainbow
USD Buyer! 13614 Utopia

Seth O'Byrne, USD Alum &? Realtor is
selling another home for a USD Grad!
1154 Emerald Street in Pacific Beach.
3 bedroom home with panoramic
ocean views, just 3 blocks to the ocean.
$669,000. This home rents to USD
students typically for $3,000/month.
Thisis agreat way foryourfamily to own
a home at the beach and cash flow! Call
Seth today for details 858.869.3940.
Go to sduniversityhomes.com for
1000s of homes for sale! Troop Real
Estate License #01463479

i Seller! 722 Santa Clara
• Buyer! 2965 Mission
i Buyer! 3843 Riviera
• Buyer! 1538 Ingraham
i Seller! 4056 Raffee
» Buyer! 3414 Tennyson
• Seller! 510 CDL Reina
• Buyer! 6370 Rancho M.
) Buyer! 3246 Ashford
) Buyer! 4410 Beverly
) Buyer! 550 Park

USD Buyer! 2708 Mission
USD Buyer! 1154 Emerald
USD Buyer! 2362 Bahia
USD Buyer! 4771 Lamont
USD Buyer! 2960 Union
USD Buyer! 875 G St.
USD Seller! 4444 WP Loma
USD Buyer! 4502 Milton
USD Buyer! 4492 Arizona
USD Buyer! 17833 Joyas
USD Buyer! 2330 First
California License # 01463479

Call today to find a home! 858.869.3940 • www.SD University Homes.com
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Wet weather throws off men's tennis
By Hugo Werstler
Rain, rain, go away.
It was the mantra of the week for
the USD men's tennis team as they
faced weather issues that went from
gloomy to downright dreadful. Begin
ning Thursday, the Toreros had prepared
to face off against Saint Mary's College
and were actually able to begin singles
play before the weather forced them
to call it quits. It was scheduled for a
rematch later in the week. However, it
seemed the weather had other plans.
The following day, the' team was

ready to hit the courts against Santa
Clara University Broncos, but were
once again foiled by downpours. Push
ing another rematch back until the end
of the week, the Toreros were left with
no choice but to officially cancel the
match up against Saint Mary's. It wasn't
until Saturday that the team found a bit
of sun shine through the gloom.
Taking fuH advantage of the sun
on their backs, the No. 19 Toreros left
the courts making sure that there was
no doubt who the winner was. Part of
their Bay Area road trip, the match up
against the University of San Francisco
Dons (3-15, 1-5 WCC) ended in a 7-0
clean sweep.

Held at the Harbor Bay Racquet
Club,USD,now 13-6,4-1 WCC,blasted
off the starting line, taking full control
of doubles play. Making unique combi
nations not seen before, the team com
bined Patrick Pohlmann with Thibaut
Visy as well the pair Nikola Bubnic and
Ciaran Fitzgerald. The matchups paid
off as Pohlmann/Visy took an 8-2 win
for first place and Bubnic/Fitzgerlad
placed third with 7-6 (4). However the
most remarkable fact is that this was
the first time either duos have played
together in a match, showing what true
teamwork can accomplish.
If teamwork was the name of the
game for doubles, domination would

serve well to describe the singles. Each
of the matches completed in two sets,
the boards were filled with win after
win. No. 36 Bubnic finished with a 7-5,
6-1 win placing first for his 10th con
secutive victory in singles, only one
short of his previous year's career re
cord. Victor Pugliese followed in suit
winning his fifth straight contest ending
with a 6-1, 6-0 victory coming in fifth
place.
The sun disappeared by the next
day though, leaving the team with chill
ing results coming out of their Sunday
rematch against Santa Clara, held at Degheri Tennis Center. The No. 32 Santa
Clara Broncos were able to come back

after a small starting lead made by the
Toreros with two wins in doubles, the
dynamic duos of Pohlman/Visy taking a
8-4 win for No.l and Bubnic/Ffizgerald
placing third with a 9-7 victory.
However it could not last as the
team headed into singles. Bubnic's
streak of wins ended at 10 with a 6-4,
6-4 loss to No. 76 Kyle Dandan, while
outstanding efforts by Clarke Spinosa
and Visy could only place third (6-4,
4-6,6-0) and fourth (3-6,6-1,7-6).
The team now looks ahead to
clearer skies as they wrap up the regular
season hosting the Loyola Maramount
University Lions on Tuesday, April 17
beginning at 3 p.m.

Photo courtesy of USD athletics

LEFT: Senior Patrick Pohlmann is the No. 91-ranked singles player in the country. RIGHT: JuniorThibaut Visy and doubles partner Pohlmann (LEFT) registered an 8-4 win on Sunday.

Women's tennis anticipates success in WCC tournament
By Kaitlin Healy
The University of San Diego wom
en's tennis team wrapped up a victorious
weekend with two sweeps over the Uni
versity of Santa Clara Broncos and the
University of San Francisco Dons. Last
Saturday afternoon the Toreros, led by
junior Laura Claus, took on the Santa
Clara Broncos, and her match-clinching
victory over Santa Clara's Kelly Lamble. Claus tallied the final points in her
6-0,7-5 victory.
The teams chose to begin Satur
day's match with singles play, therefore
doubles were never contested. USD

earned singles wins from junior Steph
anie Hoffpauir, sophomore Anna Depenau and senior Maja Sujica. Matches
No. 1 and No. 6 were not played as soon
as Claus posted her win.
The Toreros began Sunday's
match-up against the Dons with dou
bles matches. Claus and senior Juliette
Coupez earned an 8-3 win followed by
a Sujica and Depenau 8-5 win. The two
out of three doubles wins put USD in a
strong position entering singles play.
USD dominated San Francisco
in singles play, sopping up wins in all
six matches across all six courts. Ju
nior Cara Brown won her team best,
seyenth-straight singles contest with a

6-1, 6-0 victory. Brown's win was fol
lowed by a strong performance by Su
jica and Coupez. Each player won their
team-leading 12th dual singles matches
with 6-2, 6-2, and 5-7, 6-3, 10-3 victo
ries. The Toreros only lost one match on
Sunday, improving their winning streak
to four.
With the end of the women's ten
nis season coming to a rapid close, the
Toreros are looking forward their last
home games this upcoming weekend.
The Toreros will go on to host their sea
son finale at The Hogan Tennis Center,
Saturday April 21 at 10:30 am.
The West Coast Conference
Championship will begin on Wednes

day April 25 . The Toreros are currently
ranked No. 3 in the WCC, just under
Saint Mary's and Pepperdine, the two
teams tied for first place. Though USD
lost to Pepperdine earlier this year, they
have the opportunity to take second
place from them in this weekend's up
coming home game. The better the To
reros play this weekend, the higher they
will be seeded when being placed in the
West Coast Conference Championship
Tournament.
In the 2011 WCC Championship
Tournament, the Toreros fell to Pepper
dine in the championship game. The 23time champions have only given up the
title to two other WCC teams including

Saint Mary's and LMU. However, the
first and second place teams advance to
the NCAA tournament, which is the ulti
mate goal. USD finished second to Pep
perdine last season and found success in
the NCAA tournament until they fell to
UCLA in the second round.
USD is and still remains the only
team in the WCC that has obtained a
national championship, which they won
in 1999. The Toreros are on a quest to
surpass the level of success they reached
last year, and win the WCC champion
ship for the first time in USD history.
The WCC championship will be
held at the Barnes Tennis Center from
April 25-28 in San Diego.
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Sophomore Anna Depanau along with doubles partner Maja Sujica improved to 16-0 in dual doubles play with there 8-5 win at No. 2
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By Chris Hanneke

TOP: Jim Harbaugh (middle) reuinted with former players Alex Duk (left) and Evan Harney (right). Harbaugh promises a reunion once every five years. BOTTOM: (from left to right)
Former players Eric Bakhtiari, Josh Johnson and John Matthews pose for a picture during the Hall of Champions dinner held last Saturday.

Harbaugh reunites with former players
By Chris Hanneke

A lot has changed since Jim Harbaugh coached his last game at USD
in 2006.
The Toreros had a series of up and
down seasons, culminating in a Pio
neer League title this year - the first the
team had won since Harbaugh left.
Harbaugh went on to put Stanford
University's football program back on
the national map before leading the
National Football League's San Fran
cisco 49ers to an NFC Championship
Game appearance this year.

In other words, you could say
things turned out just fine for both
sides.
But despite all of the success
both USD and its former coach have
achieved, Harbaugh still feels the need
to continue the bond formed with his
players and coaches from his stint at
USD - which was his first coaching
job. He also encourages his former
players to do the same.
Such was the occasion last Sat
urday, when Harbaugh reunited with
his former players from those now-in
famous 2004, 2005 and 2006 seasons
that not only made Harbuagh the hot

test coaching commodity in football,
but also established USD as a football
program to be reckoned with.
The reunion was held at the Hall
of Champions in Balboa Park on April
14.
Former running back J.T. Rogan
helped organize the event, which fea
tured many other former players such
as Erik Bakhtiari, the defensive end
who played briiefly for the Tennessee
Titans and is now a free agent; John
Matthews, the wide receiver that j.ust
recently signed with Harbaugh's 49ers;
and, of course, quarterback Josh John
son, who was drafted by the Tampa

Bay Buccaneers in 2008, but also just
signed a contract in March to be reunit
ed with Harbaugh in San Francisco.
The reunion was intended to con
tinue the brotherhood formed during
those years, something Harbaugh feels
strongly about. Further, Harbaugh
wanted his former players to stay in
touch and to help any others that may
currently be in need.
Harbaugh had always wanted a
reunion with his original team, with
the initial intent to have one held ev
ery five years. However, at the dinner,
he announced the next reunion will be
held in 2014.

Yoga finding its place among USD athletes
By Stephanie Tine
The yoga class has just finished
and the USD women rowers are lying
on their backs in silence. The room is
warm and calm.
The University of San Diego
women's rowing team has incorporat
ed yoga into its training this year. Head
coach Kim Cupini employed Jenn
Richardson as the yoga instructor for
the rowing team. Richardson explains,
"Yoga is an opportunity to create con
nection between yourself and your
source of divine inspiration and love.
Taylar Albertini, a junior on the
varsity rowing team, said the flex
ibility we get from yoga has helped
me get more length in my stroke. Her
rowing times have improved since she
has started yoga training. She believes,

"having a yoga mentality in rowing is
really helpful."
Dr. Nadav Goldschmied, a profes
sor of psychology at USD, explains
that there is some scientific evidence
to support such claims. He pointed to
a study done in 2006 by doctors at the
University of Nevada measuring the
effects of brief yoga exercises and mo
tivational encouragement in distance
runners. The study found that the mo
tivational encouragement enhanced the
runner's times even more so than brief
yoga. The runner with no yoga or moti
vation encouragement had the slowest
times.
Yoga's historical roots date back
more than 5,000 years ago. Yoga made
its way to the United States in the late
1800s and has since steadily gained
popularity, eventually landing at the
USD Athletic Department.

The USD men's basketball, men's
baseball, men's golf, women's tennis,
cross-country and women's basketball
teams have all recruited Richardson for
yoga instruction. Some Universities,
such as Duke's women's basketball
and St. John's men's basketball, have
used yoga as a part of athletic training
as well. Richardson believes that the
"flexibility, agility and mobility that
the yoga poses create" benefit the ath
letes.
"Over my career of being an athlete
I remember the things that I struggled
with as far as flexibility and strength in
the core [muscles]," Cupini said. This
is why she asked Richardson to come
lead a yoga class for her athletes.
Cupini explains that during the
longer races, the women have to hold
themselves in extremely uncomfort
able positions and by practicing yoga it

helps with the mental aspect of breath
ing through the discomfort. Richardson
instructs the women's rowing team
once or twice a week depending on
their schedules.
Junior Kaitlin Soper, a captain on
the varsity squad, said yoga is very
helpful mentally because it improves
her ability to multitask. As a coxswain,
she must steer the boat and instruct the
rowers. Yoga enables her "to yell loud
er" and hold her core muscles tight for
long periods of time.
Freshman Garrison Daly, a rower
on the varsity squad, explains, "Yoga
has helped with my strength and flex
ibility and overall body awareness and
control."
Cupini deems the focus, core
work, strength and endurance to be
the most beneficial things the women's
team gains from yoga.

Dugout Diary: Down the homestretch
By Jackson Shannon
With the addition of BYU to the
West Coast Conference, it created an
uneven number of teams. The solution
to having an uneven conference sched
ule was to have a WCC team play a nonconference series during conference
play.
This past weekend was USD's turn
to host a non-conference series; we wel
comed La Salle University from Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania. The Explorers
belong to the Atlantic-10 Conference
and play a typical east coast style of
baseball. This usually consists of a "ba
sic" style of baseball, meaning fewer
bunts, steals, hit-n-runs and a tough
team identity; relying more on string

ing hits together and pitcher's throwing
strikes.
Despite the lack of high-octane of
fense accustomed to this year's Toreros,
the series was won by the stellar pitch
ing of the Toreros pitching staff.
We Were able to sweep the series
winning all games by a margin of three
runs or fewer. Michael Wagner picked
up a save in all three games, tying the
WCC record and moving within 5 saves
of the all-time NCAA record.
Calvin Drummond and Dylan Cov
ey turned in strong starts to put the To
reros in control of the first two games.
Most notably, Covey continues to roll
and is in a groove right now pitching.
He has a consistent release point and
is pounding the strike zone with low
strikes. Hitters are having an extremely

hard time picking the ball-up out of his
hand. He's racking up more strikeouts
and issuing less walks.
"Everything feels consistent, my
mechanics are great and I'm having
fun," Covey said about his recent suc
cess.
It would be hard to argue that there
is a better Sunday starter in the country
right now. Sunday's game was a staff
effort from the "PENitentiary" between
Drew Jacobs, Max MacNabb, Ryan
Keller, Michael Wagner and myself. We
were able to hold the Explores to 3 runs
and I picked up my first win as a Torero.
At this point in the season we have
a record of 29-8,.the best record up to
this point in the history of USD baseball.
With 18 games left in the season and the
excitement of the playoffs on the hori

zon, it becomes even more important to
continue to play one game at a time. We
need to train hard and stay healthy and
continue to get better. Weekdays give
us an opportunity to lift, practice and
focus on our studies. With finals on the
horizon it is important to stay on top of
our schoolwork and not get behind. We
have many important conference series
coming up and two tough road trips at
Portland and BYU, respectively.
According to Paul Sewald, "We
were able to reach our goal of starting
fast but it is now even more important to
finish even stronger".
We need to stay hot, continue to roll
and play one pitch at a time. Our team is
clicking and we are forging an identity
as one of the best USD teams ever. 1 am
excited to see how we finish.

Part II: The Hard Part
I started doing this sports writing
thing because I read Bill Simmons a
bunch my freshman year. So, basically,
I'm no different than every other sports
writer at a college campus in America.
I remember covering his book sign
ing at the now-defunct Borders book
stores in Mission Valley as one of my
first assignments for The Vista, but in
stead using it as a reason to just sort of
stalk him for an hour. It was weird, and
I'm not entirely sure how I wasn't ar
rested that night.
I never had formal training, never
knew I even wanted to write about
sports. I still don't really know what the
hell I'm doing and I'm graduating in a
month.
It was when I started seeing my
name in print next to stories by Albert
Samaha - who, no offense to everyone
else, is the best writer I've ever seen
come through these parts - that I truly
started giving a crap. Knowing I would
have a story next to him made me want
to get better, and I started reading a lot
more, hoping to develop my own style
good enough to warrant being in the
same section as Albert.
One of the reasons I wanted to be
sports editor wasn't because I wanted
more responsibility, but because it meant
I didn't have to write stories about a vol
leyball game but I could instead write a
column about things like Simmons did,
and further develop that style.
But I've learned that writing col
umns is way harder than it seems on the
surface. You would think it would be:
find a story, think of a way to address it
and write about it. But there's a crucial
element missing in that simplified defi
nition: make it unique.
I had a couple decent columns to
start, but there is only so much that goes
on with our campus sports that warrant a
column each week. So you quickly have
to start fishing for ideas.
The other crappy part of columns is
that you only have so much space. Mark
Twain infamously said "If I'd had more
time, I'd have written a shorter letter." I
found this to be true with columns.
This, coupled with the fact that I
wasn't totally comfortable writing yet,
led to some unfortunate columns.
I still stand by everything I've ever
said in my columns, even if I was dead
wrong with some things. I called for Bill
Grier's firing at least three times last
year, as well as for Ron Caragher to lose
his job on at least one occasion.
At the time, I was absolutely con
vinced I was right for feeling that way.
I mean come on, the Brandon Johnson
scandal was bad enough, but coming on
the heels of the Trumaine Johnson al
legations and a 6-24 season? I thought
Grier was gone.
And with Caragher, his players all
had the same look in their eyes by sea
son's end that Dwight Howard has every
time he looks at Stan Van Gundy.
Both Grier and Caragher kept thenjobs, obviously, and both performed
brilliantly. Caragher led his team to a
Pioneer League Championship and has
them poised to possibly make a ran at
the FCS playoffs next season. Grier
brought his team up against minimal ex
pectations and had the entire city of San
Diego talking about USD basketball for
the right reasons again. Even more, he
actually had fans excited for the future.
The point of all of this is to say that
I've grown and I've learned just as ev
ery single player and coach has surely
learned in their time here. It's alright to
criticize, as long as it comes from the
right place. Do I really think that a stu
pid column I write is going to influence
Ky Snyder's decision on whether or not
to take someone's job away from them?
Not at all.
What I've really taken away from
column writing, however, is how much
more I enjoy reporting as opposed to
simply spurting off opinions. There are
so many great stories within the USD
athletic department that I wish I took the
time to report on. If there is one thing
I hope the future sports section of The
Vista does, it is for them to spend more
time finding these stories.
It's easy to criticize coaches. A lot
of times, it's necessary too. But at some
point you need more of the story, and it
was only when I figured this out that I
started writing things I was truly proud
of.
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LEFT: Sophomore Michael Wagner delivers the pitch to his La Salle opponent. Wagner recorded his nation-leading 18th save over the weekend, tying theWCC record for most saves in a season. RIGHT: Sophomore third baseman
Kris Bryant rounds the bases after crushing a homerun off of the score board in the first game of Saturday's doubleheader.

Historically good: USD off to best start ever
Hill earns career win No. 800

By Michael Harris
The USD baseball team had one of
the most memorable weeks in school
history, going 4-0 and giving head
coach Rich Hill his 800th career win.
The Toreros played four nonconference games, winning the first
against San Diego State and sweeping
their three games against La Salle. Af
ter the week the team moved up to No.
17 in the collegiate baseball poll and
boast the best record in school history
at 29-8.
With dominating pitching perfor
mances and stellar hitting, especially
in the middle of the lineup, the Toreros

continue conference play with a steady
hold of first place.
In the week's first game, USD
completed the season sweep of rival
SDSU at Tony Gwynn Field by a score
of 6-2. The game gave coach Rich Hill
his 800th career win.
Hill, who has been coaching at
the collegiate level for 24 years and at
USD for 14, picked up the milestone
with a team that may turn out to be his
best one yet.
' "I have had a lot of great people
around me my entire career, from as
sistant coaches to administrators, and
especially the players," Hill said.
"When you're the leader of a team or
an organization, it is all about common

goal, and I look forward to the next
chapter."
The next chapter for the Toreros
in the week was a three game series
against Atlantic 10 conference foe
La Salle. Due to rainy weather, the
originally-scheduled Friday game was
moved to Saturday when the teams
would play a doubleheader at Cun
ningham Field.
In game one of the doubleheader
the Toreros took an early lead in the
first inning behind back-to-back dou
bles by Andrew Daniel and Connor Joe
and never looked back.
Calvin Drummond had a stellar
outing, giving up one run over 6.2 in
nings to pick up his conference leading

seventh win of the season.
The Toreros were led offensively
by Kris Bryant who went 2-3 and hit
his ninth homerun of the season. Bry
ant is hitting at a torrid pace and leads
the WCC in home runs, RBIs, slugging
percentage and is fourth in batting av
erage.
In game two of the double-header,
pitcher Dylan Covey out-dueled the
La Salle staff and led the Toreros to a
2-0 victory. Covey won his fifth game
of the season by allowing five hits in
seven innings and striking out seven
batters. The Toreros scored both of
their runs on errors by La Salle, and no
Torero finished with more than one hit
in the game.

In game three of the La Salle se
ries on Sunday, USD was able to score
two runs in the bottom of the third in
ning to take the lead for good and skate
to a 5-3 victory.
Andrew Daniel had a good day
at the plate going 2-4 to lead a bal
anced Toreros attack. Michael Wagner
recorded his fourth save in as many
games and earned WCC pitcher of the
week honors. With the save, Wagner
tied the WCC record for saves in a sea
son (18) and only needs six more saves
to set the NCAA single season saves
record.
The Toreros begin a three game
series with Saint Mary's at Cunning
ham Field on Friday.
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Bryant awaits a pitch during a contest against Santa Clara. Bryant leads theWCC in home runs, RBIs and slugging percentage.

Lahitte's domination keeps Toreros rolling
By Mitchell Woolpert
Jenny Lahitte continues to give
the Lady Toreros Softball team what
they need from the mound, pitching
two more complete shutout games this

weekend, against Pacific Coast Softball
Conference foe Santa Clara. She has
pitched six consecutive complete games
and has currently pitched 21 straight
scoreless innings. Lahitte delivered in
both Saturday and Sunday's openers
with 8-0 and 7-0 wins for San Diego.
In both days' second games the

Toreros had to battle back from defi
cits. They did this behind third base
man Chloe Kaneko, who continued her
offensive barrage with a pair of 5 for 9
hitting days. Amidst all of her hits was
a walk off game winning double to give
the Toreros their 3-2 victory Saturday
afternoon. The Toreros were again led

by Kaneko's bat Sunday afternoon in
another tight 5-4 come back victory.
This win gave USD their 4-0 sweep of
the Santa Clara Broncos.
Lahitte and Kaneko's youth and
daunting performance of late has given
the Toreros hope for a bright future.
A sophomore and a freshman, re

spectively, these two stars for USD will
lead the way as playoffs loom. With
only nine regular season games left, the
Toreros hope to enter the PCSC Cham
pionship on what would be an impres
sive winning streak held together by
continued production from their rising
stars.

